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Nort heast  Kansas Chapter  of the 
American Historical Society of Germans from Russia.

August / September 2008   

The AHSGR Mission Statement  “An international organization dedicated to the discovery, collection, preservation, and dissemination of 

information related to the history, cultural heritage and genealogy of Germanic Settlers in the Russian Empire and their descendants.”

Fro m The President
The covered dish meal will be served  
before the meeting, at 1:00 p.m., this 
way the food will not have to be kept 
hot or cold until after the meeting as 
in the past.  Members are to bring one 
meat dish and one other dish and their 
table service. This meeting will also 
have the election of of! cers.

The Farmers’ Market bierock sales 
had another successful year.  This is a 
great fund raiser for our chapter.  In the 
last newsletter I tried to name all of the 
volunteers.  Yep, I omitted the names 
of Don and Henrietta Gleason.  Sorry 
for the omission.

John J. Reb

New Meeting 
Schedule!

1:00 Potluck 
followed by 

business meeting 
and program

October Meeting Program
by Denise Grau

Traveling with Pastor Peter Lange of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church of Topeka, chapter members Mike and Denise 
Grau and Linda Currie made a mission trip to Saratov, 
Russia, in July. St. John’s Lutheran Church of Topeka 
(9th and Fillmore) has had a special relationship with St. 
John’s Lutheran Church of Saratov for a number of years.  
Pastor Olav Panchu from St. John’s in Saratov has twice 
visited Topeka, but St. John’s of Topeka had never before 
sent anyone to Saratov.  The majority of our two-week trip 
was spent in Saratov, but we also had a couple of days for 
sightseeing in Moscow.  

St. John’s Lutheran in Saratov was founded in 2001 and is 
af! liated with the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria in 
Russia. Their chapel 
is located on the old 
“German” street in 
the heart of Saratov. 
Their congregation 
of approximately 
100 members is 
served by Pastor 
Olav Panchu and 
Pastor Alexander 
Furs. Pastor Furs 
is of Volga Ger-
man descent with 
ties to Rosenheim.  
While in Russia we 
learned ! rst-hand 
about the struggles  
of reestablishing 
Christianity follow-

(continued on page 4)

Remains of iron cross in Mariental cemetery.
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CHAIRPERSONS

Chaplain
Raymond Meier
785-234-2967 
dorismeier@juno.com

Membership
Ed Schwerdt
785-271-2132
edschwerdt@att.net

Historian/Librarian
Isadore ‘Ike’ Appelhanz
785-273-2595 
Appelhanz@cs.com

Sick/Shut-in
All Members

Courtesy
Doris Meier
785-234-2967
dorismeier@juno.com 

Computer/Genealogy
Gary Ubert
785-478-9670 
ubert@cox.net

Prog ram
JoAnn Staley
785-266-7477
topekajo@sbcglobal.net

Finance Ways & Means
Evelyn Huggins
785-246-0271 
EveJoyHug01@cox.net

CHAPTER OFFICERS

President
John Reb
785-235-5875

Vic e-President
Sheri Rose
785-986-6308
SRose95709@aol.com

Secretary
Ed Schwerdt
785-271-2132
edschwerdt@att.net

Tre asurer
Bill Domme
785-234-8491
wdomme@cox.net

Newsletter Editor
Denise Grau
785-273-6849
dgrau@germansfromrussia.org

Mark Your Calendars!

Oct. 12  Regular meeting, 1 p.m.

Oct. 25  Kansas Round-up of Chapters,  
  hosted by the Golden Wheat   
  Chapter, Wichita Best Western  
  North; I-135, exit 13, Wichita

Dec. 14 Chapter Christmas Party, 1 p.m.

Election of Of " c ers

Election of of! cers for the coming two-
year period will be held at the October 
12 chapter meeting, in the basement 
of St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, 3rd 
and Van Buren streets, Topeka.  

Per sonal Notes
Get will wishes to Marilyn Rohr who has 
cancer.  Please keep Marilyn in your 
prayers.

AHSGR headquarters has asked this information be passed along to our members:

We are in a desperate search for a stem cell donor for Ben Kottwitz, a graduate of Southeast 
High School in Lincoln.  He is a descendant of the Kottwitz’s from Prussia and Eberlein’s of Ger-
many.  He is a father of two toddlers and is ! ghting Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma.  Since stem cell 
typing is based on ethnicity, we are pleading the Germans from Russia Society for their help.  
The more people from your society that we can get tested, the more chances that we may ! nd 
a match for Ben or someone else in need.  If called, one would be typed with further blood tests 
and may be asked donate which is a process much like dialysis.  For further information please 
view http://donordrive.kottwitz.org/.  Thank you for your time, interest and support.     
  Ashli Kottwitz 

Membership
If you know someone with a Germans from 
Russia ancestry, encourage them to join 
AHSGR and our local chapter. Invite them 
as your guest to our next meeting.
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Kansas Round-Up of Chapters

The Golden Wheat Chapter of Wichita is hosting this 
year’s Round-Up at the Best Western Hotel & Suites, 915 
E. 53rd St. N, Wichita, Kansas on Saturday, October 25, 
2008.  Registration begins Saturday morning at 8 a.m. 
The meeting begins at 9 a.m.  Coffee, kuchen and rolls 
will be served.

The program includes Kevin Rupp; Frieda Nickel, born in 
Russia will share her memories and family stories; a quilt 
presentation by Louise Mierau and Dolors Keefe; Leonard 
Schoenberger with some of his collections, a memorial 
service and Dr. Harold Popp will be the banquet speaker 
and entertainment.  As usual, there will be a bake sale, 
fund-raiser and bingo.

If you have not received a registration form, please con-
tact Denise Grau. The registration deadline is October 
15, 2008.  The hotel room reservation deadline has been 
extended to October 10.

Please join in the fun"

Census Records Available

Contact Brent Mai at bmai@
cu-portand.edu for further infor-
mation regarding these newly 
translated records:

1834 Stahl am Tarlyk

1834 Warenburg

1834 Bangert

1834 Dinkel

1834 Jost

1834 Kukkus

1834 Laub

1834 Lauwe

1834 & 1857 Messer

Above:  Guest Waldemar Kiesner 
from Germany with Frank Jacobs.

Right:  Wilfred Konrade and 
Charlotte Konrade-Noland.

C h a p t e r 
Picnic
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ing more than 70 years of communist oppression.

The people of St. John’s in Saratov were marvelous hosts for our 
trip and took care of our every need. In Saratov Mike and I created 
an English version of the church’s web site as our service project 
(http://www.saratovluther.narod.ru/en_index.html).  Linda Currie 
held English language sessions for young and old.  Pastor Lange 
visited outlying congregations and preached both at Saratov and 
at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Moscow. The rest of the time 
the people of St. John’s Saratov showed us the local sites, took 
us on a boat ride on the Volga with other congregation members, 
we attended a Russian Orthodox vespers service, ate the local 
cuisine, had a disappointing visit to the Engels archive, and spent 
one day visiting our ancestral villages of Mariental, Nieder-Monjou 
and Fischer.  

Mike and Linda’s families (Anschutz & Friebus) came from Nie-
der-Monjou and Fischer. Gassman, Rohr, and Herrman are the 
names of three of my four grandparents and all are Mariental fam-
ilies. I felt luckier than Mike and Linda in that we went to Mariental 
! r st and by the time we got to their villages it was raining.  Also, 
the ruins of the Catholic church are still in Mariental and there 
are a few German graves in the cemetery as well as a memorial 
to the founders.  No such luck at Nieder-Monjou or Fischer.  Al-
though the entire trip was enjoyable and memorable, a highlight for 
me was visiting Mariental (now Sovetskoe).

In Moscow we visited Red Square, the Kremlin, Christ Our Savior Orthodox church, the Tretyakov State 
Art Gallery, the “German” (Vvedenskoe) and Novodevichy cemeteries, attended worship service and 
visited with members of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, and had many rides on the ef! cient and beautiful 
underground Metro system.  

Join us at the October 12 meeting to see our pictures and hear more about our trip"

Remains of Catholic Church in Mariental.

Linda Currie in Red Square, Moscow.

Members of St. John’s Lutheran church in Saratov 
along with Mike, Denise, Linda and Pastor Peter 
Lange on the Volga River.

(continued from page 1)
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Vol ga German Heritage Quilt
Submitted by Frank Jacobs

Alice and I have worked on developing a hanging Volga German heritage quilt for display.  We had it on 
display in the German Heritage tent in Crown Center on Saturday, September 27, 2008. We plan to also 
display the quilt at our October Chapter meeting and at the Roundup; however we have to put on the ! nish-
ing touches, i.e. backing, etc. The digital camera lighting and glare is not professional so we plan to use a 
35 mm with panoramic photo of each row for a collage which can be assembled at Kinkos with a ! nished 
print of each quilt. 

This is a pictorial heritage, a time line quilt of the Volga German migrations from Germany to Russia and 
again from Russia to the Americas.  We wish to thank those who have contributed in this project, Mike Boss 
who allowed us to use three of his Russian village prints, Mike and Denise Grau for Russian pictures and 
a T-shirt of Lenin from Moscow, Karen Penner for her write up on Turkey Red Wheat, Ed Schwerdt for his 
photos of the railroads, Waldemar Kiesner for his technical consultation and heritage stories, Kevin Rupp for 
his church pictures and Francis Schippers for a T-shirt of the 125th Ellis County Anniversary, Wil Konrade, 
Ike Appelhanz for his 1990 slide of Herzog, Russia, and many others, and particularly Alice Jacobs for her 
long hours on the sewing machine, with sometimes intense consultation with yours truly, on details about 
whether or not it could be done this way or that way, and many others who consulted along the way.

The two quilts are presented as approximately 40 illustrations, each quilt measuring about 6 X 5 feet wide 
with 20 indexed panels each, with an accompanied printed title for each panel and a code number to a 
printed index of detailed discussion of most prints. This allows them to be used as school self-teaching 
displays. They are designed to be hung on a wall.  They include cloth pictures, starting from the German 
states; to the migration to Russia; to Russian villages; to revolution, Lenin, including famine, Gulags and the 
Trudarmee; the American migration; declarations of intent of grandparents printed on T-shirts created for 
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the Czars traveling exhibit; Pfeifer, Victoria, and Russell county’s Immanuel Lutheran Church photos;  Ellis 
county’s Volga German 125th anniversary T shirt; various displays of railroading; pioneer farming, wheat, 
beet ! elds; a WW II D-Day Museum T-shirt, referencing  a VG leading Patton’s army across the Rhine, 
under the title, “Completing the Circle”; Kansas sun# ower themes; branches to Colorado with the beet ! eld 
tenders, also Canada and Argentina. 

Each photo has a number code which is placed in an index of written explanation in a viewer’s guide.

PICTURE INDEX, PART ONE

1. Catholic Church, Pfeifer, Kansas.

2. Augustine , a humorous folk song, addressing Augustine, a drunken fellow who passed out on the street 
one night during the plague in Bavaria and was picked up by the corpse collectors for burial. He later awoke 
to the consternation of the attendants. Poor fellow eventually loses everything. A very popular spirited 
tune.

3. The crests of four major German states,  a few of the many principalities, large and small, which con-
tributed to the initial Russian migrations in the 1760s.

4. Strassbourg , a folksong of lament during the 30 Years War, focusing on this one Alsace city. 

Volkslieder (popular songs) sung for our ancestors for centuries and look like a bunch of # owers, not among 
the more luxuriant gardens of the art of poetry, but among the genuine and humble meadow and scrubland 
of poplars, it was born spontaneously, but daughters of the creative power of one hundred summers. Hector 
Maier Schwerdt

5. Grapes, vineyards,  typical of Alsace and Rhinelands of Germany.
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6. Budingen , a gathering point, north of Frankfurt, for immigrants starting the two-year migration to the 
Volga, Russia in 1765. Many couples married at the local church prior to the migration. Note the vineyard 
culture on the hillsides.

7. The Black Forest,  in the state of Baden, a point of origin for many who migrated to the Volga.

8. The village Herzog, Russia, as visited about 191 1. Note the camels in the foreground, suggesting the 
European/Asian proximity.

9. The Village of Herzog, Russia,  as seen by visitors in 1990.

After the dissolution of the German Workers Republic in 1941, and the deportation of the German populace 
to Siberia by Stalin, the survivors were forbidden to return to their home communities. The survivors were 
released from deportation at the end of World War II. In 1962 the Red Army systematically bulldozed and 
destroyed the smaller villages, to force more centralization of the population. No attempt was made to reim-
burse the German victims for their loss.  They were required to sign documents to hold the state harmless 
for their losses as a condition for their release. The previous political states were not re-established.

The entire German Workers State, the Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic of Volga Germans (some 
140+ villages) was abolished in 1941 and occupants were forcibly deported in August on cattle cars to Si-
beria, as a precaution by Stalin, against any sympathy for the invading German Army. Many froze to death 
en route. Other German Russian populations were also deported. In 1962 the Red Army demolished the 
smaller villages to prevent an attempt of resettlement of the deported German villages and a move toward 
centralized concentration of resources.

10. The double headed eagle on the Crest of the Russian Romanov Czars .

11. Lenin , leader of the Russian Revolution and creator of the communist state.

12. The Volga Russian village of Kamenka at the dawn of the 20th century . The church, built in 1911 
was built by Dutch craftsmen. Note the common presence of windmills, used for grinding grain and oil seed, 
probably an importation of Dutch technology, as started during Peter the Great’s apprenticeship in Holland 
as a shipbuilder. 

13. Kamenka, Russia, with period train.  These trains were typical of the trains which hauled deported 
Russian Germans in unheated cattle cars to Northern Siberia. 

14. Declaration of Intent, 1891.  Note that this declaration references the Czar Nicholas.

15. Immigration ship, Missler . This ship operated between Germany, New York and Argentina. In 1891 
Casper Jacobs crossed the Atlantic on the ship Santa Maria. The ship hit an iceberg yet managed to limp 
into New York at twice the usual time.

In 1912 the Jacobs clan sent money for passage to younger relatives in Russia. Railroad tickets were 
obtained to Topeka, Kansas and passage was booked on the good ship Missler. However, shortly before 
passage, the Titanic was hit by an iceberg and sank. The German Russian family canceled passage and 
returned the money and tickets to Topeka, Kansas. They would stay in Russia where they would be “safe”.

16. Declaration of Intent, 1878.  Note that this declaration references the Czar Alexander.

 PICTURE INDEX, PART TWO

17. Hard Turkey Red Winter Wheat. Bernhard Warkentin was the son of a miller in Ukraine, Russia. He 
set up a grain mill in Halstead, Kansas. He noted that the wheat product available was not the best grain 
for the milling process, so he wrote many letters to Mennonite immigrants leaving Russia for the USA in the 
1870s.

The Mennonites were a peace-loving religious sect originally from Holland, who had migrated to Russia in 
the same migrations as had the Volga Germans. And like the Volga Germans, they too were leaving Russia 
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in the 1870s after the Russian government revoked certain guarantees and privileges granted a century 
earlier as an incentive to migrate to Russia.

Mr. Warkentin’s letters said that if the Mennonites wanted to grow wheat in the USA, they needed to bring 
speci! c wheat seed. The Mennonite children hand picked the Turkey Red hard winter wheat and left Russia 
in 1874 with families carrying their own trunk of hard winter wheat. After initial success Mr. Warkentin had 
train car loads of Turkey Red winter wheat imported to Kansas from the Crimea and Molotschna settlements 
in Russia. During 1890 to 1990 he had a train car of this seed wheat available for planting in every county 
in Kansas. He worked closely with Mark Carlson, a graduate of Kansas State Agricultural College (K State) 
with a very large government experimental station on his land in Halstead, Kansas. Kansas became known 
as the Wheat State, with the genetic core of the Turkey Red hard winter wheat present in most of the Kan-
sas wheat harvest. 

18. St. Fidelis, Cathedral of the Plains.  William Jennings Bryant, a Populist and Democratic candidate 
for president, on one of his train rides across Kansas, saw this church and dubbed it the Cathedral of the 
Plains. The church was build by Volga German settlers, who assessed each family seven wagons of stone 
for every male in the family.

19. Immanuel Lutheran Church , 1885. This church in rural southeast Russell county Kansas included a 
school and a cemetery which is still in use.

20. The Famines.  In 1921 Russia was recovering from World War I, the Revolution and the subsequent 
Civil War between the Communist Reds and the Czarist Whites. Both sides stripped the farmlands of grain 
and produce. The communists won the struggle and seized what grain they could to use for international 
revenue. Concurrently there were massive crop failures for those who still had seed grain to plant. What 
happened was widespread famine and many starvations.

In 1933 collectivization was pursued vigorously and individual farmers were left nothing other than collective 
shares. Many farmers destroyed their crops rather than surrender them to the State. What resulted was a 
massive famine in 1933. In Pfeifer, Russia only about 150 persons of the 300 person village survived. This 
was not unusual, and many villages throughout Russia fared much worse.

21. Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic V olga Germans, 1924 - 1941.  After the Russian Civil War, the 
communist victors, under Lenin, organized the Volga German colonies into this German Workers State. In 
1941, fearful of the possible German support of the invading German armies of the Third Reich, Stalin abol-
ished this German Workers State and deported the population to Siberia in August on a few days notice, 
with minimal preparations. Much as the invading German Army, these uprooted villagers were not prepared 
for the coming Siberian winter.

22. The Gulags.  Stalin created a network of concentration camps in Siberia for political prisoners, enemies 
of the State, persons who displeased him and people he suspected of being a potential threat. Stalin was 
seen as paranoid and saw or suspected many as potential enemies. When World War II started, Stalin had 
dif! culty in managing the Russian Army, because many of his of! cers had been arrested and executed in 
his many purges. In the 1930s when collectivization was accelerated, anybody with an accumulation of 
wealth or property was in danger of being declared a Kulak and arrested.

When the Volga German Seitz family left for St. Marys and Hays, Kansas, Paul Seitz inherited the family’s 
large home in Russia where he remained to look after property. He and his wife Carolyn Lell were arrested 
as Kulaks and were deported to Karaganda where he was worked to death in the coal mines and Carolyn 
was left to fend for herself and ! ve children.

Stalin did major improvements in moving Russia into the 20th Century, but in doing so, between purges, 
gulags and the Trudarmee, he killed 20 million people. 
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23. Trudarmee (the Slave W ork Army).   After Stalin deported the German Russians to Siberia in in August 
1941, the Russian Government created the Trudarmee.  Maria Kisner, whose relatives live in Ellis County 
and Shawnee county, Kansas, was a 17-year-old bride in Pfeifer, Russia. She was deported with the rest 
of her village and shipped by unheated cattle cars to Arctic Siberia. Many people froze to death on these 
trips. After arriving she was separated from husband and forced to work cutting timber in the forests. One 
must remember that since this was in the northern latitudes, the arctic nights were endless, and the daytime 
work in the forest would be in the darkness. She survived this ordeal until the end of World War II, in 1945 
when she was shipped to southern Siberia where she reunited with her husband and raised her family until 
she migrated to Germany in 1993 under the ancient German Blood Laws, after the cold war was winding 
down.  

24. Union Paci"  c Railroad.  The Kansas Paci! c Railroad laid track westward across Kansas to Denver 
after the American Civil War. In payment for the service, the United States granted large tracts of land along 
the tracks to the railroads.  The railroads in turn would hire agents to go to Europe and attempt to sell the 
lands and create settlements and markets along their tracks. Such was the case when the Russian Czars 
were placing additional burdens and restrictions on the Russian Germans. The Volga Germans arrived in 
Topeka, Kansas, under the patronage of the Kansas Paci! c Railroad in 1876. They either stayed in Topeka 
as truck farmers, railroad workers or they established six farming villages in Ellis and Rush County, centered 
on the city of Hays, Kansas.

25. Santa Fe Railroad.  The Santa Fe railroad, like the Union Paci! c, recruited Germans from Russia to 
purchase railroad lands and to establish markets along its track. The Santa Fe track joined the Missouri 
River junction in Atchison, went to Topeka (its eventual headquarters) and then wound down the old pioneer 
trail to Santa Fe, New Mexico.

The Mennonites purchased major tracts of land near Halstead and Newton in Kansas. This was the ! rst 
major venue for the Turkey Red winter wheat into Kansas. A year after the Mennonites arrived from South 
Russia, the Volga Germans arrived in Topeka. Many set up households in Topeka and worked for the Santa 
Fe, particularly in the large maintenance shops in Topeka. The Volga Germans were a core group in these 
shops in the early 20th century until the railroad strike of 1923. At that time the strikers were ! red and many 
of the Volga Germans migrated to Chicago and other locations.

26. Grain Elevators.  This massive complex of grain elevator is in Hutchison, Kansas.  Kansas grain ! n ds 
itself as a major international trade commodity, with much grain traveling from Kansas City by barge down 
the Missouri and Mississippi Rivers to international ports.

27.  (Pending)

28. Completing the Circle.  Two cycles of departure and return to Germany are suggested in this print. 

First, on March 21, 1945, a young Volga German lieutenant, Irven Jacobs of Pfeifer, Kansas, a descendent 
from the Baden State of south Germany whose ancestors migrated to the Volga, commanded the lead boat 
in General Patton’s 3rd Army as they crossed the Rhine River into Germany at Oppenheim in the middle of 
the night.

The second cycle relates to the many Germans from Russia who remained in Russia rather than migrating 
in the period before World War I. Unfortunately, the entire German Russian population was declared en-
emies of the State during World War II. In 1941 the entire population was deported to Siberia, their villages 
were con! scated or destroyed and many died in transit. In the 1950s the population was repatriated, yet 
remained destitute. In the 1990s, Germany applied the “German Blood Laws” and invited persons of Ger-
man blood the permission to return to Germany. Many did so, although they no longer spoke German, and 
their resources were meager. 

 


