Nort heast Kansas Chapter of the
American Historical Society of Germans from Russi

Video of Kamenka and Pfeifer, Russia, for February Meeting

Submitted by Frank Jacobs

Our program for February will be one of the
earlier videos of Kamenka and Pfeiffer, Josef-
stal and Semenovka taken by Ted Gerk in the
early 1990s.

Ted Gerk offers the following commentary re-
garding the tape:

“The tape begins with the church in Messer,
then to Kamenka. We worked at discover-
ing where the cemetery was in Kamenka, and
as you see we ! nally found it. There is a new
cemetery across the railroad tracks. The old
one is in an empty !eld. An old woman in the
area told us that one of the communist of! cials
tried to build a house at the site, in the pro-
cess they dug up a grave. Seeing the ruins,
the residents refused to help with further con-
struction. To this day, no building rests on the
site, although it has been largely "attened. We
originally walked right through it on the way to
the new graveyard. Later being told where it
was we looked closely and the results are on
the video.

“We also traveled to Pfeiffer, but there are no
old homes in this village. The cemetery | com-
ment on is not Pfeiffer, but either Kohler or
llavlin. Finding out for sure will have to wait for
another trip. Then on the tape is Semenovka,
and the gold mine of German graves there.
Then Josefstal, although | do not have shots of
the cemetery on video, | do have still pictures.
Then there are shots of the German exhibition

in the Saratov Oblast museum.

‘I have traveled now twice to Kamenka and
must admit | am quite fascinated by the village.
It is very well preserved. Many old homes still
exist. | was happy to be able to explore more of
the village this time around.”

Our meeting will begin at 2:00 p.m. on Sun-
day, February 10, 2008, in the basement of St.
Joseph’s Church at the corner of 3rd Street and
Van Buren Street, Topeka, Kansas.

Members and guests are asked to bring one
meat dish, one other dish, and their table ser-
vice. Guests are always welcome!

1834 Hildman Census

The 1834 HILDMAN census is now available.
If you are interested, please contact Rosemary
Larson at larso260@tc.umn.edu.

Seewald 1834 Census

Nick & Barb Bretz announce the completion of
the 1834 census of Seewald. For those interest-
ed in a copy please submit a check for $35.00
and send it to: Nicholas or Barbara Bretz, 6733
Reed St., Arvada, Co. 80003-4055.

The AHSGR Mission Statement “An international organization dedicated to the discoygrcollection, preservation, and dissemination of]
information related to the histoy, cultural heritage and genealogy of Germanic Settlers in the Russian Empire and their descendants.|’
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Condolences

Sincere sympathy to the family of Leonard
Meier, Sr. who died November 28, 2007.
Leonard was a member of our chapter and
is a brother to members Raymond and Peter
Meier.

Sympathy to Loretta Schwerdt on the death
of her sister Marcella Edgington who passed
away Wednesday, December 12, 2007, at
Salina.

Condolences to the family of Carol Riffel of the
Golden Wheat Chapter of AHSGR. Carol was
the current president of the Kansas Round-
up of Chapters. Carol died on December 23,
2007.

Mark Your Calendars!

Feb. 10 Regular Meeting, 2:00 p.m.
April 13 Regular Meeting, 2:00 p.m.
July 28 - AHSGR Joint National

Aug 3, Convention with GRHS,

2008 Casper, Wyoming

Oct. 2008 Kansas Round-up of Chapters,

Wichita (date and location to
be announced)
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Don and Henrietta Gleason were !rst-
place winners for the Topeka west region
in the annual holiday lighting contest spon-
sored by the Topeka Capital-Journal. The
Greater Topeka Chamber of Commerce
Ambassadors judge the event.

Henrietta said, she just does the super-
vising; Don does most of the work. Don
said this year’s display may have been a
little larger than previous years because
the weather was so nice in November.
He attributes his Christmas spirit to Hen-
rietta.
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Canada, Argentine Immig
Submitted by Frank Jacobs

| have received an invitation to attend a cultural
festival in Leader, Saskatchewan, in June 2008.
| have been requested to develop a program
on the migrations between Argentina, USA and
Canada, as well as a general discussion on DNA
genealogy research.

Gary Ubert and | have searched our obituary
collections for any obituaries with the keywords
on Canada, Argentina and Brazil in the obituary.
Rachael Smith of the Lower Volga Project has
been gracious enough to provide us with similar
Il es and searches of her ! les for the similar data.
We are considering categorizing the data in a da-
tabase where we can study trends in the migra-
tions. | invite any information or suggestions on
these studies.

As to updates in my DNA studies, in addition to
the Jacob / Reeb study | presented, | have come
across several other interesting directions which
have come to light. One ancient relative is part
of a Baden group which migrated to the Ukraine
rather than Russia.

In recent weeks | received a Y DNA contact with
a Jacob family from lower Saxony. This family

rat ion Conference

appeared in Lower Saxony in the years follow-
ing the Treaty of Westphalia. Lower Saxony was
a Protestant enclave at the close of the Wars of
Religion.

| continue to get distant relative connections from
Tennessee and Kentucky. These people appear
to be part of Queen Anne’s Migration to Eng-
land from frozen Baden and the Rhinelands in
the 1709 era. About 12,000 were shipped to the
American colonies and ended up as indentured
servants in Virginia, later going inland into Ken-
tucky and Tennessee.

| recently received a preliminary report of inter-
est from my mother’s Klaus family line. This Y
DNA had to come from a male cousin from my
mother’s family, since | only carry the Jacob Y
DNA. This preliminary data was from a Mr. Kuhn.
This was of interest as the Kuhns were very com-
mon in my Grandmother’s village of Herzog, later
Victoria, Kansas.

| am amazed how many different directions a
family tree can go once the initial contacts have
been made.

Saskatchewan Cemetery Project
Submitted by Gary Ubert

The Saskatchewan Cemetery Project is one of
the best sites | have stumbled upon recently.
There are 3,357 cemetery and burial sites locat-
ed in Saskatchewan. 582 cemeteries are tran-
scribed or photographed and indexed on the site
as of January 4, 2008.

From link below use the Google search for your
surname of interest and click the Saskatchewan
Cemetery Project button.

http://www.rootsweb.com/~cansacem/index.html

Congratulations to Sister Alice Ann Pfeifer
CSA of the Sun" ower Chapter of AHSGR whose
Lenten book for kids grades 4-6 remains on the
nationwide Catholic bestsellers list this month. If
you know any kids in grades 4-6 who might want
this book, you can order copies at www.p"aum.
com.

Correction

The DANCE WITH BRIDE newspaper clipping
on page 3 of the last newsletter was incorrectly
credited only to Gary Ubert. Frank Jacobs was
also instrumental in sharing the article with us.

The AHSGR on-line store has been redesigned
and it has a new url: http://store.ahsgr.org/.
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First 2008 German Origins Report

by Dick Kraus, leader of the AHSGR German Origins Project

Newly added on the German Origins web site
(http://www.ahsgr.org/german_origins.htm) as of
this report are First Settlers Lists, with annota-
tions, for Cheisol, Kano, Kassel (Od) and Neu-
dorf (Od). In addition, there are some newly con-
Ir med orgins (in red).

We now have in the German Origins index mostly
con! rmed origins information for six Black Sea
area colonies plus some mostly uncon!rmed
information on Mennonite villages there; un-
con! rmed origins information for six Belowesch
colonies; and mostly uncon! rmed, but increas-
ingly con! rmed, origins information indexed for
62 Volga colonies including their First Settlers’
Lists (FSL) and Mai & Marquardt info, along with
some Stumpp info.

Those colonies included so far are Bergdorf
(Od), Blumenort (Menno), Glueckstal (Od), Guel-
dendorf (Od), Hoffnungstal (Bess), Kassel (Od),
and Neudorf (Od) in the south; Belaja Besha,
Gorodok, Kaltschinowka, Rundewiese, Grosser
Werder, Kleiner Werder of Belowesch; and in
the Volga area: Anton, Balzer, Bangert, Bauer,
Bettinger, Boaro, Boregard, Bradbender, Cae-
sarsfeld, Cheisol, Degott, Dietel, Dinkel, Dobrin-
ka, Doenhof, Dreispitz, Enders, Goebel, Graf,
Grimm, Fischer, Frank, Herzog, Holstein, Huck,
Jagodnaya Polyana, Jost, Kamenka, Kano, Kath-
arinenstadt, Kautz, Keller, Koehler, Kolb, Kraft,
Krasnoyar, Kratzke, Kukkus, Kutter, Laub, Lau-
we, Leichtling, Louis, Mariental, Merkel, Messer,
Moor, Mueller, Neidermonjou, Norka, Orlovska-
ya, Paulskaya, Pfeifer, Pobochnaya, Preuss, Ro-
ethling, Rothammel, Schuck, Sewald, Stahl-am-
Karaman, Volmer, and Walter.

The con! rmed (in red) origins data portions of the
site continue to grow as more of you share your
origins research results with me for use on the
site. On the introductory page there is a section
of spectacular Origins success stories. Send me
your own#

Once again, | want to emphasize that the Ger-
man Origins project is intended to include infor-
mation regarding the origins of settlers in Ger-
man Russian villages no matter where they were
in Russia. | welcome and will include data for any
colony in any region of Russia.

2008 Joint AHSGR/GRHS Casper

WY Convention Reservations

Call the Parkway Plaza Hotel 1-800-270-7829
and make your reservations now. Tell them this is
for the Germans from Russia convention so you
get the reduced rate of $75+tax. Visit the con-
vention website, a simple link from http://www.
ahsgr.org/convention.htm, to learn more about
what you will experience at the convention and
the area around Casper. Don’'t miss reading
the ‘blogspot’ at http://www.germansfromrussia-
casper.blogspot.com/.

Michael Lang Letters
Posted by Leichtling Village Coordinator Darryl Boyd

on the Ger-Volga mail list

Ever wonder what it must have been like mak-
ing that trip from Russia to the U.S. in the early
1900s? Now you can read about the hardships
and joys of such a trip from the eyes of someone
who did it.

The Michael Lang letters are a series of letters
written by Michael Lang to his daughter while she
was in a convent here in the U.S. He tells his sto-
ry of going to South America and back to Russia,
serving in the Russian Army and the ! nal trip to
the USA. As | read it the ! rst time, | felt like | was
reading the story of what my own grand parents
must have gone through. So many hardships just
to get here. So much faith.

The letters are available to read on the Leich-
tling Village website at http://boydhouse.com/leic
htling/Lang_letters/index.html.

A special thanks to his grandson Andy Beier-
waltes for sharing them.
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Chapter member Dean Engroff has visited Russia three times - the !Irst trip in 1993, the second in
1995 and the last in 1999. Following is his narrative of his third and !nal trip, Return to the Vil-
lages of Kamenka and Vollmer.
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