Nort heast Kansas Chapter of the
American Historical Society of Germans from Russi

Fro m Russia with diflculty
by Sister Alice Ann Pfeifer CSA

A DUICimer Chrlstmas ConCI@p’rtnted with permission from the Sun!ower Chap-

Submitted by Frank Jacobs

Hazel Strever and her ensemble of dul-
cimer musicians will present a rendition
of various Chrismas selections played on
mountain dulcimer and hammer dulcimer
at our annual Christmas party in the base-
ment of St. Joseph’s Church at the cor-
ner of 3rd Street and Van Buren Street,
Topeka, Kansas. These ladies routinely
play for various social groups and are well
received.
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Come join us for entertainment, a pot luck
dinner and a visit from saint Nicholas for
children and grandchildren. Our program
will begin at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 9,
2007.

Members and guests are asked to bring
one meat dish, one other dish, and their
table service. Guests are always wel-
come!
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Since the fall of Soviet communism in the 1990s,
some of the most important work accomplished
by unsere Leute has been obtaining Russian ar-
chival records and getting them translated into
English. Convention speaker Brent Mai of Bea-
verton, Oregon, has been closely involved in this
work. On June 16, he shared some of what he
has learned by researching old Volga German
census records. Proud of both his native land and
his Russian-German heritage, Brent Mai wraps
up his 2007 convention talk called “Data from the
Russian Censuses of the Volga Colonies.”

It was Peter the Great who "rst adopted the prac-
tice of census-taking in the Russian Empire. The
czar’s chief purpose was keeping track of the ac-
tivities of his citizens, especially the men. When
Catherine the Great later ascended to the Rus-
sian throne, she continued this practice.

The "rst census to be taken after the arrival of
German colonists in the Volga River area was the
census of 1767. At that time more than 25,000
German immigrants lived in Russia. Now called
“The Original Settlers’ Lists,” these records have
become a rich source of information for research-
ers today. However, one problem is that somehow
some of the original Volga German colonies were
omitted from these documents, including Witt-
man, Zug, and Zurich. At that time over 25, 000
German immigrants lived in Russia. Brent is still

(continued page 3)

The AHSGR Mission Statement “An international organization dedicated to the discoyercollection, preservation, and dissemination of
information related to the histoy, cultural heritage and genealogy of Germanic Settlers in the Russian Empire and their descendants./’
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CHAPTER OFFICERS

President
John Reb
785-235-5875

Vic e-President

Sheri Rose
785-986-6308
SRo0se95709@aol.com

Secretary

Ed Schwerdt

785-271-2132
edschwerdt@mindspring.com

Tre asurer

Bill Domme
785-234-8491
wdomme@cox.net

Newsletter Editor

Denise Grau

785-273-6849
dgrau@germansfromrussia.org

Membership

Membership

If you know someone with a Germans from
Russia ancestry, encourage them to join
AHSGR and our local chapter. Invite them as
your guest to our next meeting.

Library Notes

Library resources including books, videos,
newsletters, audio cassettes, etc. are available
for review during the meetings or may be
checked out for more in-depth review. See lke
Appelhanz for more details. Donations to our
library are always welcome.

Mark Your Calendars"

Dec. 9 Chapter Christmas party,
1p.m.

Feb. 10 Regular Meeting, 2:00 p.m.

July 28 - AHSGR Joint National

Aug 3, Convention with GRHS,

2008 Casper, Wyoming

Oct. 2008 Kansas Round-up of Chapters,

Wichita (date and location to
be announced)

CHAIRPERSONS

Chaplain

Raymond Meier
785-234-2967
dorismeier@juno.com

Membership

Ed Schwerdt
785-271-2132
edschwerdtmindspring.com

Historian/Librarian
Isadore ‘Ike’ Appelhanz
785-273-2595
Appelhanz@cs.com

Sick/Shut-in
All Members

Courtesy

Doris Meier
785-234-2967
dorismeier@juno.com

Computer/Genealogy
Gary Ubert
785-478-9670
ubert@cox.net

Prog ram

JoAnn Staley
785-266-7477
topekajo@sbcglobal.net

Finance Ways & Means
Evelyn Huggins
785-246-0271
EveJoyHugO0l@cox.net

When you receive your annual membership renewal form from headquarters, please bring your
renewal notice and check made out to AHSGR to the Christmas party on Sunday, December 9, or
mail it to Evelyn Huggins, 5021 NW Brickyard Road, Topeka, KS 66618. Evelyn will then forward
the renewals on to Lincoln. This will help our chapter maintain an accurate membership list.

Give an AHSGR membership for Christmas"

DANCE WITH BRIDE on page 3, submitted by Gary Ubert
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i Little Russia.

Every Guest Has Honor of a

the home of the bnde was the
scene of notous good times. The
musicians were playing, young

How Wedding Is Celebrated in | it e donging end foe bése

flowed hke the waters of the
North Topeka flood.

As so0n as a new guest, wear-
ing a red ribbon to show he had

Waltz.

LEAVES MONEY BEHIND

Expected to Pm Bill on New |
Wife's Gown.

More Than a Touch of Foreign |
Customs Observed,

* Tuesday was gala day i the
settlement of Little Russia:
Miss Lena Lamprecht, one of the
prettiest girls of the settlement
and Mr. Adam Scheafelbein
spent the day and half the night,
according to the Russian custom,
in getting married.

At 8 o’clock in the moming
the ceremony of an hour
length, was performed by Father
Henry in the beautiful Russian
Catholic church at the comer of
Van Buren and Third streets.
The pretty bride in her fine
American gown, long tulle veil
and orange blossoms was a strik-
ng contrast to some of the older,
care worn, women with their
little black shawls over their
heads and queer dark dresses,
relics of the kingdom of the Czar
and poverty.

,bun mnvited appeared, he was
| joyfully pounced upon by all

The women ran for plates of ham,

| buns, pickles, cake and rye bread,

| while the men surrounded him
| with foaming mugs of beer. All
‘ | dnnk to the health of the bride,
\ the groom, the bnde’s father, the
bride’s mother and all the other
| relations and then just take a mug
| or six more for good luck. “Itis
your own fault if you go away
| hungry,” wams the father of the
bride. The new guest, after din-
g, must go within the house,
cleared of furniture to have a spin
with the bride. The httle lady
herself by now has danced some
hundred times and 1s warm and
weary. Her cnisp veil of the mom-
ng is twisted m a knot around
her wiist and her feet are sore
from much dancing, but for each
new guest she has a gay smile of
welcome and pretends to enjoy
to the fullest the last dance
whether it be wath a tiny chald or
gay beau. Each new dancer pins
a dollar bill on the bnde for a
“little gifi” as one light hearted
guest explamed.

Seated in a hot little comer the
musicians blow away on their
homs and play their fiddles with
a vim which proves that they,
too, are enjoying all the fun. The
music is a series of quaint rapid
melodies so “dancy” as to almost
set the mere onlooker to spin-

| mng. “Spinning” expresses their

dance more than anything else
as the couples spin round and
round with rapid shuffling steps.

All the violins and homs are

)/ old looking as 1f they had helped

A Spin With the Bride.

The ceremony completed, the
couple must first dnve to the
photographer to have the finery
on the camera plate before it is
nuned by the strenuous gaiety
ofafternoon and evening

By 3 o’clock in the afternoon,
[ —

SR

i the murth making of more than
one wedding in old Russia. The
“sinbaum’ 1s a cunous stringed
mstrument, something like a
zither, which lies before the per-

So the mad wharl goes on until
long past midnight, old and
young singing, dancing, eating
and dnnking. Having spent
Tuesday. day and might in doing
up the marnage ceremonies, the
“Little Russians™ devoted
Wednesday to a grand chanivan.
The bnde and brndegroom were
loaded into a wheelbarrow, the
stringed band followed and the
procession made the rounds of
the settlement, amid the cheers
and good wishes of their light
hearted, laughing neighbors.

~The Topeka State Journal

August 17, 1907

former on a little table and is |
{played by striking the strings
{ with little mallets

From Russia with dif#culty (continued from p. 1)

in the process of getting all of the 1767 lists in
order and ready for publication.

In 1775 came Russia’s sixth national census
and the Volga Germans’ second. Again some of
the Volga German colonies were skipped in the
count. It was not until 1798 that Russia compiled
a complete census of all of the empire’s Volga

German colonies, which numbered 101 by then.
That is not to say, however, that the 1798 records
are problem-free. Close inspection has shown
that they, too, contain errors, such as typos and
incorrect dates. In later years other censuses
were also taken. The 1834 settlers’ list has been
translated and is available for purchase, but
Brent is still working on the 1850 census. One
peculiarity of the one done in 1816 is that it lists
no women.

Other records available from Russia are those
called “Family Lists.” These were collected most-
ly by churches and appeared at random times in
history. Now here are Brent's answers to ques-
tions posed by audience members.

Q. How much did Volga Germans travel about
within Russia?

A. After 1798 there was some movement down to
the Caucasus, but from the very beginning there
was always a great deal of movement among the
various villages of the Volga.

Q. Will the AHSGR publish any of the Family
Lists?

A. They are still working on getting complete re-
cords out of Russia. Some information Russia
simply will not release, plus there is always a dire
need for translators. Archives exist in many lo-
cations in Russia--Saratov, Samara, Engels, and
others--but their materials can be very hard to
get, and always there are prices to negotiate. The
Engels archive is a new facility. The Volgograd
archive is closed for renovation. The Samara ar-

(continued)
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chive, though, is eager, ready, and willing to work A. Not so much. The Black Sea Germans have
with us. more data than other groups have. A big problem
is that there are no indexes for Russian archival

Q. Are any other records available on V olga
Germans besides family lists, censuses, and
family trees?

documents. You can't just trace a surname using
an index. Instead, you might have to look through
twenty different books before you "nd one with a

particular surname you are looking for.

www.germansfromrussia.net

Q. What kinds of
church records
are available?

A. That varies
widely among de-
nominations. Most
Catholic churches
kept birth, death,
and marriage re-
cords. The diocese
of Tyrospol collect-
ed these annually
and compiled them
into large books.
About 255 of these
books exist today
in Saratov, but they
are not in any way
organized or alpha-
betized. They are
simply assembled
in the order in which
parishes sent in the
requested records.
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Chapter member Dean Engroff has visited Russia three times - the "rst trip in 1993, the second in
1995 and the last in 1999. Following is the second of three installments of his travelogue.
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