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Nort heast  Kansas Chapter  of the 
American Historical Society of Germans from Russia.

August / September 2007   

The AHSGR Mission Statement  “An international organization dedicated to the discovery, collection, preservation, and dissemination of 

information related to the history, cultural heritage and genealogy of Germanic Settlers in the Russian Empire and their descendants.”

Fro m the President

Once again the bierock 
sales at the Farmers’ 
Market was well received 
providing our chapter with a 
steady income base.  I wish 
to thank everyone of our 
volunteers that spent time 
to help.  I also wish to thank 
Mr. & Mrs. Lenny Meier, of 
Meier’s Market for the cold 
storage of the bierocks. 
(See photo page four.)

On these Saturdays, we 
were able to inform many 
people about AHSGR and 
many more who asked, 
“What are bierocks?”.  
Thanks again to everyone.

John Reb

Membership
When you receive your annual 
membership renewal form from 
headquarters, please mail your 
renewal notice and check made 
out to AHSGR to Evelyn Hug-
gins, 5021 NW Brickyard Road, 
Topeka, KS 66618.  Evelyn will 
then forward the renewals on to 
Lincoln.  This will help our chap-
ter maintain an accurate mem-
bership list.

A Changing Village
Presented by Dr. Jim Leiker

Dr. Jim Leiker will be speaking at our October 14 meeting  on 
the history of Antonino, Kansas, southwest of Hays.  Founded 
in 1905, Antonino was established as a Volga-German daugh-
ter village of Munjor in Ellis County, and at its peak held sev-
eral businesses, 50-60 homes, and a Catholic parish numbering 
hundreds of parishioners.  Jim will brie! y explore the origins of 
the community and its subsequent changes through the era of 
the earliest automobiles, the Dust Bowl, and World War II, and 
the challenges that Antonino and other ethnic communities on 
the Plains face today.  Following his remarks, he’ll show a seg-
ment from the television show Sun! ower Journeys on Antonino’s 
2005 centennial.

Jim is a professor of History at John-
son County Community College in 
Overland Park, where he teaches 
courses on US History and Western 
Civilization.  He has authored sev-
eral books and articles, among them 
The Changing Village: A History of 
Antonino, KS, 1905-2005.  Jim is a 
fourth-generation native of Antonino 
and now makes his home in Eudora.

The October 14 meeting will begin at 
2:00 p.m. in the basement of St. Joseph’s Church, at the corner 
of 3rd Street and Van Buren Street, Topeka, Kansas. Guests are 
always welcome"

Members and guests are asked to bring one meat dish, one 
other dish, and their table service.
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CHAIRPERSONS

Chaplain
Raymond Meier
785-234-2967 
dorismeier@juno.com

Membership
Ed Schwerdt
785-271-2132
edschwerdtmindspring.com

Historian/Librarian
Isadore ‘Ike’ Appelhanz
785-273-2595 
Appelhanz@cs.com

Sick/Shut-in
All Members

Courtesy
Doris Meier
785-234-2967
dorismeier@juno.com 

Computer/Genealogy
Gary Ubert
785-478-9670 
ubert@cox.net

Prog ram
JoAnn Staley
785-266-7477
topekajo@sbcglobal.net

Finance Ways & Means
Evelyn Huggins
785-246-0271 
EveJoyHug01@cox.net

CHAPTER OFFICERS

President
John Reb
785-235-5875

Vic e-President
Sheri Rose
785-986-6308
SRose95709@aol.com

Secretary
Ed Schwerdt
785-271-2132
edschwerdt@mindspring.com

Tre asurer
Bill Domme
785-234-8491
wdomme@cox.net

Newsletter Editor
Denise Grau
785-273-6849
dgrau@germansfromrussia.org

Library Notes
Library resources including books, videos, 
newsletters, audio cassettes, etc. are available 
for review during the meetings or may be 
checked out for more in-depth review. See Ike 
Appelhanz for more details. Donations to our 
library are always welcome.

Mark Your Calendars!

Oct. 14  Regular Meeting, 2 p.m.

Dec. 9  Chapter Christmas party, 
  1 p.m.

July 28 - AHSGR Joint National 
Aug 3,   Convention with GRHS, 
2008  Casper, Wyoming

Library Additions
Submitted by Ike Appelhanz

Einwanderung in das Wolgagebiet, 1764-1767 (Immigration to the Volga Region, 1764-1767) Three 
volumes. These books address the earlist period of German settlement in the Volga Region of Russia for 
which information is available. These detailed lists of the # rst settlers who responded to the Manifesto of 
Catherine the Great include information about their ages, occupations, families, and PLACE OF ORIGIN in 
the German states.

Volume 1. Colonies Anton through Franzoen.
Volume 2. Colonies Galka through Kutter.
Volume 3. Colonies Laub through Preuss.
Volume 4 has not yet been released.

The book--WE REMEMBER. The nearly eighty stories in this book comprise a priceless treasure, for these 
stories re! ect the hopes and dreams and worldwide wanderings of UNSER LEUTE (OUR PEOPLE)-the 
Germans from Russia.

Membership
If you know someone with a Germans from 
Russia ancestry, encourage them to join 
AHSGR and our local chapter.  Invite them as 
your guest to our next meeting.



Page 3

Barbara Decker  - New Member Spotlight
Barbara Decker joined the Northeast Kansas Chapter of AHSGR after seeing a brochure in 
the Topeka library.  She is interested in learning more about her family, and like many of us, 
now that Barbara is curious about her heritage, the older generation is gone leaving only 
clues and questions.  

Barbara’s grandfather was John George Decker born in 1864 and died in 1927.  He was born 
in Anton, on the Bergseite of the Volga river.  He married Katherine Elizabeth Lehr in 1892.  She was born 
in Messer in 1867 and died in 1944.  John George Decker came to this country in 1907.  Her grandmother 
came to the U.S. through the port of Galveston in 1908 along with their three children.  The family settled in 
Rush county, Kansas.  

Barbara would like to learn more about her family and would appreciate hearing from anyone who may be 
able to provide information.

Casper Convention News

Two quilts will be raf! ed off at the 2008 joint 
convention of the Germans from Russia Society 
(GRHS) and the American Historical Society of 
Germans from Russia (AHSGR) at Casper, Wy. 
Raf! e tickets will ONLY be available for sale at 
the joint convention.  Donated items from all of 
the GRHS and AHSGR chapters that wish to par-
ticipate are also requested. These will be used 
for baskets that will be raf! ed at the Convention 
or as door prizes.  Please designate which way 
you would like your donation used.  Be sure you 
include the donors name in the basket so that 
thank you notes can be sent. Items or baskets 
with items in them may be delivered at the con-
vention when you arrive or you can send them to: 
Jo Eckman at 4800 Grassy Lane, Bismarck, ND 
58503 or Debbie Eberle at 5303 Raven, Gillette, 
WY 82718.

A new website has been set up to help promote 
Germans from Russia and in particular the con-
vention.  The address is www.gersmansfromrus-
sia.net. Here you will be able to check on what 
going on for the joint convention including reser-
vation/hotel information, blogs, and other useful 
information.  

The planning committee is working hard to try to 
incorporate the traditions and cultures of the so-
cieties’ two separate conventions into one excit-

ing event.  The committees for the convention will 
be co-chaired by one member from each society 
and staffed by members of both societies.  Co-
chairs of the convention will be Patti Sellenrick, 
who is representing AHSGR and Al Feist, who is 
representing GRHS.  The planning committees 
for the societies have met twice at the convention 
headquarters in Casper.  A preliminary schedule 
has been laid out and convention committee have 
been selected.  Now volunteers will be needed to 
work on the details of the committee.

We need you"  To make this historic event suc-
cessful, many volunteers are needed to act as 
co-chairpersons of committees and to help with 
committees.  The following are the committees 
that have been set up: Registration, Publications, 
Finance, Workshops,Meals, Facilities & Equip-
ment, Special Events, Entertainment, Youth 
Program, Door Prizes & Special Promotions, 
Bookstore / Library / Photocopying, Tours, Trans-
portation, Hospitality, Volunteers, Photography, 
and Museum Wall Of Honor

If there is a particular committee you are will-
ing to serve on or job that you would be willing 
to do, please contact either Al Feist at afeist@
westriv.com (701-878-4269) or Patti Sellenrick at 
gsellenr@bresnan.net
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Res each Resources
Submitted by Gary Ubert

Google Books
http://books.google.com/

This Google service appears to be an incredible re-
source.  From the Google Books web site, try a search 
of Volga Kansas.  While searching Google Books, 
I found the following books (downloadable for free) 
which may be of interest to some:

Kansas Miscellanies, page 162,   Mennonite im-
migrants from Russia

The Story of the Railroad, by Cy Warman, 1906,  
280 pages. “Now the Mennonites had lived in 
Russia for many years. ... The land of# ce at To-
peka heard of their distress and sent a German 
agent to see them, ...”

Top eka and Shawnee County Public 
Library resources

Ancestry.com 
Ancestry Library Edition can be accessed from the 
Library. It is the most comprehensive online source 
of information for conducting genealogical and local 
history research available.

Heritage Quest
With a Kansas Library Card you can access numer-
ous resources.  I obtained my card from the Topeka 
Library.  One of my favorites is the Federal Census 
through Heritage quest. 
http://www.kslc.org/index.jsp

•

•

Obituary index
This database contains obituary information from To-
peka newspapers from 1906-1935 and from January 
1, 2004-present. A small number of obituaries from 
1936-2003 have been indexed, and the library is 
slowly working toward # lling in this gap. The Library 
has a card index that contains obituary information 
from June 1971-May 2005. This card index will no 
longer be kept current as they move to an entirely 
electronic format.

 From the TSCPL Home page (http://www.tscpl.org/), 

Click to Expand 

Catalog, My Account, Community Resources, 
Obituary imageSearch, eAudiobooks & More

Then Choose

Obituary Search

America’s Obituaries
You need a library card to access this resource, but it 
can be accessed from the library or from any internet 
browser using your TSCPL library card at http://cata-
log.tscpl.org:8080/rpa/webauth.exe?rs=AmerObit&lb
=main&sk=30.

America’s Obituaries is the largest and most com-
prehensive newspaper collection of obituaries and 
death notices with an easy-to-use interface. Search 
by name, date range, or text such as residence, oc-
cupation, hobbies, family members, or other personal 
information.

•

•

Saturday Morning at the 
Far mers’ Mar ket

Some of the faithful chapter members 
working at the bierocks stand at the 
Topeka Farmers’ Market this summer.  
Left to right:  Will Konrade, Jack Glea-
son, Frank Jacobs, Ray Meier, and 
Evelyn Huggins.  Photo submitted by 
John Reb.
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First, I do not want to overpromise what DNA can 
do. It probably won’t give you the name and ad-
dress of a particular individual ancestor. What it 
can do over time is locate individuals who match 
your DNA molecules on 12, 25, 37 or even 63 per-
cise points of biology, enough to tell you that you 
and some other person had a common ancestor, 
and if you are lucky you can share histories and 
extend both family histories back in time. If you 
are very lucky as I was, that other person may be 
part of an extensive historical family study group 
which had already researched the family at a par-
ticular time at a particular place, or be a member 
of a particular family chart. 
 
The easiest and quickest way to test genealogi-
cal DNA is through a direct line of a male in a 
family line, because of the biological peculiarity 
of the way the DNA is passed on.  A male will 
carry the DNA trail back to the original male in a 
clan, which means through a few limited number 
of shared tests, a family can trace the history of 
male descendancy of all males of a biologically 
derived surname of a particular family chart.  It 
also means many family members can share in 
the cost of the lab tests. The maternal lines are 
pursued by locating and testing a brother, father, 
uncle or male cousin of the mother.
 
Your DNA data base is a “living thing” which 
may have new data added to it by new unknown 
people over time over the next 20 years.  I get a 
couple of distant contacts from common ancestor 
descendants, usually 400 to 500 years removed, 
each month. However, there is the possibility that 
ancestors’ common descendants live in a war 
zone or a poor area with no internet and you may 
get very few contacts over the next few years.  
There are no guarantees.  However most Volga 
Germans come scattered from all over western 
and southern Germany and probably have con-
siderable European or American contacts.
 
While many labs are available, I use and recom-
mend FamilyTreeDNA, because they preserve 

your specimens for 20 years, allowing future re-
# nements as they develop.
 
Here is what you do.  E-mail FamilyTreeDNA.com  
and  tell them that you would like to test your Y 
DNA.  You have a choice.  You could choose to 
only test the # rst 12 markers, which is not very 
useful,  but it would tell you if there are others out 
there that match your Y DNA at this time. That will 
cost you about $125, and will advise you whether  
you want to test for better contacts at this time.  All 
you have learned so far is what major population 
haplogroup you descended from, and 12 markers 
are so distant in time it is not useful for speci# c 
identities.  However, if you do what is generally 
recommended and test your saliva for the next 
two more detailed tests, the 25 marker and the 
37 marker, the entire test costs about $260 by 
credit card. These tests are done usually several 
weeks after each other and the whole process 
might take a couple of months. I suggest sharing 
the cost with other family members.
 
When you order the test, which is a simple saliva 
swab in a mail-in tube, you sign a legal form al-
lowing people who match your DNA in their tests 
to contact you and share family histories.  You in 
turn are given a list and e-mail address of peo-
ple who match your DNA and the strength of the 
match and the time since you shared a common 
ancestor. A few even include their family chart.

So you think you might want to test your DNA?
Submitted by Frank Jacobs

More on Mark Wills

In addition to the Bisterfeldt family from Nie-
der-Monjou listed in the last newsletter, Mark 
will is also interested in the following villages/
surnames: 

Frank/Greif
Kraft/Will
Sarotov & Kraft/Bretthauer
Walter/Dorn
Yagodnaya Polyana/Scheuerman
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Chapter member Dean Engroff has visited Russia three times - the # rst trip in 1993, the second in 
1995 and the last in 1999.  Following is the # rst of three installments of his travelogue. 
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