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Northeast Kansas Chapter of the 
American Historical Society of Germans from Russia.

October/November 2006   

The AHSGR Mission Statement  òAn international organization dedicated to the discovery, collection, preservation, and dissemination of 

information related to the history, cultural heritage and genealogy of Germanic Settlers in the Russian Empire and their descendants.ó

Klingerei
Submitted by Linda Currie

What musical instrument is used to relay messages, 
summon the faithful to  prayer, announce the hours, 
call servants and ward off evil spirits?  Answer:  
bells

Handbells were widely used throughout the ancient world for religious 
purposes.  For example, during the rite of exorcism, the ofýciating priest 
carries a small bell.  In Exodus 28:33 God commanded that the hems of 
the priestly robes be adorned with small golden bells. The oldest extant 
handbells are Chinese, c. 1600 B.C.  The modern, tuned English handbell 
was developed in the 17th century.  By the mid-1700s bell ringing was a 
favorite activity in most English villages.  P.T. Barnum heard the Lancashire 
Ringers in the 1840s and had them perform in America.  He called them 
Swiss Bell Ringers and dressed them in Swiss costumes. 

The popularity of handbells in America began in 1902 when Margaret 
Nichols of Boston acquired eight handbells from England.  By the 1970s, the 
bell industry in America was well-established.  Schulmerich Carillons, Inc. 
began mass-producing handbells in the USA in 1962.  The ýrst International 
Handbell Symposium was held in 1984 in Arcata, California. 

The St. Johnôs Lutheran bell choir, now called the Klingerei, was begun in 
1976 with nine members under the direction of organist and choir director 
John Rotz.  Pastor Roger Goetz has led the group since 1980.  The choir 
began with three octaves of Schulmerich bells which were given in memory 
of Pastor and Mrs. George Hoyer.  The fourth octave was given in memory 
of their son, Norbert, in 1981.  Later, donations allowed a ýfth octave to be 
added.  The bells range from C8 (the smallest, highest pitched bell) to C3 
(the largest, lowest pitched bell).  The bells actually sound an octave higher 
than written.  Of the original members, three are still playing thirty years 
later.  The current choir is sixteen members strong and ranges in age from 
sixteen to seventy-eight.  

I heard the bells on Christmas Day,
their old familiar carols play.

And wild and sweet the words repeat
of peace on earth, good will to men.

Christmas Party

The annual Northeast Kansas 
Chapter of AHSGR Christmas 
party will be in the basement of  
St. Josephôs Church, Sunday, 
December 10, beginning at 1:00 
p.m. A covered dish lunch will 
be served at 1:15.  Members are 
asked to bring one meat dish, 
one other dish and their table 
service. 

Santa is expected and St. John 
Lutheranôs Klingerei will perform 
songs of the season. Bring your 
family, and please join with us to 
remember the Christmas reason. 

Wenn Die Weihnachtsglocken
Nah Und Ferne Klingen,

Und Die Vielen Chºre
Weihnachtslieder Singen,
Mºg Das Fest Uns Wieder
Viele Freuden Bringen!

Frohe Weihnachten
Und Ein Gl¿ckliches

Neues Jahr
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CHAIRPERSONS

Chaplain
Raymond Meier
785-234-2967 
dorismeier@juno.com

Membership
Ed Schwerdt
785-271-2132
edschwerdtmindspring.com

Historian/Librarian
Isadore óIkeô Appelhanz
785-273-2595 
Appelhanz@cs.com

Sick/Shut-in
All Members

Courtesy
Doris Meier
785-234-2967
dorismeier@juno.com 

Computer/Genealogy
Gary Ubert
785-478-9670 
ubert@cox.net

Program
JoAnn Staley
785-266-7477
topekajo@aol.com

Finance Ways & Means
Evelyn Huggins
785-246-0271 
EveJoyHug01@cox.net

CHAPTER OFFICERS

President
John Reb
785-235-5875

Vice-President
Sheri Rose
785-986-6308
SRose95709@aol.com

Secretary
Ed Schwerdt
785-271-2132
edschwerdt@mindspring.com

Treasurer
Bill Domme
785-234-8491
wdomme@cox.net

Newsletter Editor
Denise Grau
785-273-6849
dgrau@germansfromrussia.org

Membership

If you know someone with a Germans from Russia 
ancestry, encourage them to join AHSGR and our 
local chapter.  Invite them as your guest to our next 
meeting.

Mark Your Calendars!

Dec. 10 Chapter Christmas Party

Feb. 11 Next Regular Meeting

June 10-17 AHSGR National Convention,
  Hays, Kansas

2008  AHSGR Joint National 
  Convention with GRHS, 
  Casper, Wyoming

Library Notes
Library resources including books, videos, 
newsletters, audio cassettes, etc. are available for 
review during the meetings or may be checked out 
for more in-depth review. See Ike Appelhanz for 
more details. Donations to our library are always 
welcome.

Personal Notes

Condolences to the family of Edna Brinell, mother 
of Sara Appelhanz.  Edna Brinell passed away on 
November 6, 2006.

Get well wishes to Carol Malecki who is recovery-
ing from a total knee replacement.

Annual Membership Dues

When you receive your annual membership renewal form from headquarters, please mail your 
renewal notice and check made out to AHSGR to Evelyn Huggins, 5021 NW Brickyard Road, 
Topeka, KS 66618 or bring your completed membership form and check to the Christmas party 
December 10.  Evelyn will then forward the renewals on to Lincoln.  This will help our chapter 
maintain an accurate membership list.

Now is the time to become a life member to AHSGR as the cost of a life membership increases on 
January 1, 2007 from $750 to 40 years old and younger $1050, 41 to 55 years $900, and 56+ $750.  
The ýve year payment plan will still be in effect.
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Round-Up Notes
+ Lela Reb was the winner of the book, History 
of the Volga German Colonists by Jacob Dietz.  
Ray Meier was the winner of a cookbook.

+ More than 90 people attended the Round-Up 
coming from Colorado, Oklahoma, Nebraska, 
Minnesota and Kansas.

+ Karen Penner of the Golden Wheat Chap-
ter has accepted a one year appointment to 
the AHSGR Board of Directors.  The Board of 
Trustees still has two open Kansas positions.

+ The day started with kuchen made by the 
Sunþower Chapter and ended with a polka 
band.

+ The Northeast Kansas Chapter had a strong 
presence at the Round-Up.  Attending were 
John and Lela Reb, Ike Appelhanz, Ed and Lo-
retta Schwerdt, Denise Grau, Evelyn Huggins, 
Sheri Rose, Joann Staley, Martha Issinghoff, 
Carol Malecki, Frank Jacobs, and Marilyln 
Rohr.

KOCHEN ECH
CHRISTMAS STOLLEN

1 cup milk
1 cake comp. yeast
4 cups sifted þour
1 cup butter or oleo
1/2 cup sugar
2 eggs
1 1/2 cups raisins
1 cup chopped almonds
1/2 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. nutmeg
grated rind of 1/2 lemon

Dissolve yeast in milk which has been scalded and 
cooled to lukewarm.  Stir in 1 cup of þour to make a 
smooth batter.  Let stand in a warm place until light 
and bubbly.

Cream butter and sugar together until light and þuffy.  
Add the eggs, one at a time, beating well after each 
addition.  Add light batter and lemon rind and beat 
well.  Add remaining þour, salt and nutmeg, and stir 
to a soft dough that can be kneaded, adding more 
þour if necessary.  Turn on a lightly þoured board and 
knead until smooth and elastic.  Work in nuts and rai-
sins (plumped in brandy).  Place in a lightly greased 
bowl, cover and let rise in a warm place until double 
in bulk.

Roll out dough into a circle on a lightly þoured board 
or pastry canvas.  Brush with melted butter.  Press 
dough in the center with a rolling pink, and fold over 
double into a long loaf.  Place on a greased cookie 
sheet, brush with melted butter, and let double in 
bulk.  Bake in 350 oven for about 40 minutes or until 
done.  When almost cool, frost with thin confectioners 
sugar icing.  Make one large or two small stollen.  

This stores well for weeks, and is very good sliced 
thin and toasted.

Marlene Kaeberle
Topeka, KS

Reprinted from Northeast Kansas Chapter newsletter, No. 
6,  December 1975.

A wife complained that her husband 
had not spoken to her for three years and 
asked for a divorce on account of it.  Probably 

he was too polite to interrupt a lady.
From the La Crosse Chieftain, 

August 16, 1907

Election of Ofýcers
Election of ofýcers for the Northeast Kansas 
Chapter was held at the  October 8 chapter 
meeting.  All current ofýcers were re-elected 
to serve for another two-year period.  Thank 
you to John Reb, Sheri Rose, Ed Schwerdt, 
Bill Domme and Denise Grau for serving 
our chapter and AHSGR.  John Reb has 
been a long-time chapter member and 
has previously served a four-year tenure 
as chapter president as well as serving as 
chapter secretary in the past.  




