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Nort heast  Kansas Chapter  of the 
American Historical Society of Germans from Russia.

June/July 2006   

The AHSGR Mission Statement  “An international organization dedicated to the discovery, collection, preservation, and dissemination of 

information related to the history, cultural heritage and genealogy of Germanic Settlers in the Russian Empire and their descendants.”

Annual Chapter Picnic
Sunday, July 30

The annual picnic will be 
at Lake Shawnee Shelter 
House #3 (represented by 
the letter P on the map at 
right).

Members are guests are 
asked to bring one meat 
dish, one other dish and 
their table service.  The 
chapter will furnish the 
refreshments.  

The shelter will be available 
from 12 noon till 4:00 p.m.  
Lunch will begin at 1:00 
p.m.  Shelter House #3 is 
air-conditioned, has a rest 
room, kitchen and a large 
attached deck.  

No August 
Meeting
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CHAIRPERSONS

Chaplain
Raymond Meier
785-234-2967 
dorismeier@juno.com

Membership
Ed Schwerdt
785-271-2132
edschwerdtmindspring.com

Historian/Librarian
Isadore ‘Ike’ Appelhanz
785-273-2595 
Appelhanz@cs.com

Sick/Shut-in
All Members

Courtesy
Doris Meier
785-234-2967
dorismeier@juno.com 

Computer/Genealogy
Gary Ubert
785-478-9670 
ubert@cox.net

Prog ram
JoAnn Staley
785-266-7477
topekajo@aol.com

Finance Ways & Means
Evelyn Huggins
785-246-0271 
EveJoyHug01@cox.net

CHAPTER OFFICERS

President
John Reb
785-235-5875

Vic e-President
Sheri Rose
785-986-6308
SRose95709@aol.com

Secretary
Ed Schwerdt
785-271-2132
edschwerdt@mindspring.com

Tre asurer
Bill Domme
785-234-8491
wdomme@cox.net

Newsletter Editor
Denise Grau
785-273-6849
dgrau@germansfromrussia.org

Library Notes
Library resources including books, videos, 
newsletters, audio cassettes, etc. are available for 
review during the meetings or may be checked out 
for more in-depth review. See Ike Appelhanz for 
more details. Donations to our library are always 
welcome.

Per sonal Notes

Get well wishes for a speedy recovery to Will 
Konrade, Francis Stadler who is recovering from 
knee surgery, Francis Hoffman and Henrietta 
Gleason.  

Mark Your Calendars!

July 30  Chapter Picnic, Lake Shawnee,  
  Shelter House #3, noon to 4

NO AUGUST MEETING!

Aug. 14-20 2006 AHSGR National 
  Convention, Lincoln, NE 

Sept. 16-17 Midwest Deutsche Oktoberfest,  
  Hays, KS

Oct. 8  Regular Meeting & election of 
  of  cers

Oct. 21    2006 Round-up of Kansas 
  Chapters, Hays

Vol ga German Dresses & Customs

“Wedding Gown Exhibit: Volga German Dresses & 
Customs” is on exhibit at the Ellis County Historical Society 
Museum in Hays through August 12, 2006.  The exhibit 
focuses on Volga German wedding customs and wedding 
dresses from the late 1800s and early 1900s.  Learn about 
the matchmaker, the wedding mass, and all of the Hochzeit 
or wedding festivities. Wedding gowns from the late 1800s 
made from practical dark material, but also white wedding 
gowns from the early 1900s will be on display, along 
with many photographs of local Volga German wedding 
couples. 

Anyone visiting Southeastern 
Was hington State this September?

The Blue Mountain Chapter of AHSGR invites you 
to German Heritage Day at Fort Walla Walla Mu-
seum, Sunday, September 10, 2006. They have a 
living history presentation, which this year features 
children’s games.  For more information contact 
Larry Frank at frank222@charter.net.
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St. Joseph Catholic Chur ch History 
Book Update

Theresa Thomas reports that the St. Joseph Catholic 
Church History should be to the publisher by end of sum-
mer.

New Member Spotlight
Leland Ri ff el

Leland Riffel of Stanley, Kansas, is the newest member of the Northeast Kansas Chapter, and 
in fact, is new to AHSGR. Leland joined AHSGR after attending a presentation on Volga Ger-
man research given by  chapter members Gary Ubert and Frank Jacobs at a Johnson County 
HIstorical Society meeting earlier this year. 

Leland joined AHSGR hoping to complete some genealogy research and make connections to ancestors in Eu-
rope. According to immigration records his ancestors arrived on Dec 7, 1875, in Baltimore on the Leipzig from 
Russia via Germany.  Leland’s ancestors were from the Volga Bergseite colony Galka.  Leland is interested in 
the Riffel, Lorei, Longhofer, Langhofer, and Deines surnames as well as learning about the culture of the day 
that his ancestors experienced (religion, music, philosophy, vocation, etc.).

Leland shared, “I like the AHSGR web page and the information it shares.  I plan to do more of the same for my 
family so they understand their heritage background.”

Please take a moment to introduce yourself and welcome Leland to our chapter!

Chapter News

At the June meeting, a motion was passed to reimburse 
convention registration fees up to $50 ($25/day for two 
days) for chapter members who attend the 2006 national 
convention in Lincoln.  A receipt will be required for reim-
bursement.

Schwartzbeeren Kuchen

1 cup heavy cream
1/2 cup milk
1/2 cup sugar
1 egg
1 tsp. baking powder
1/4 tsp. salt
1 quart schwartzbeeren 
1 cup   our (aproximately)

Topping:
1/2 cup sugar
1 cup of   our
butter enough to make a crumb mixture

Mix cream, sugar, egg, and milk.  Add baking powder 
and   our to make a batter slightly heavier than cake batter 
(more or less   our as needed).  Put in a greased 9 x 13” 
pan. Pat down to about 1/2 to 1” thick.  Top with berries 
and sprinkle with an additional 1/4 cup sugar. Top with 
crumb mixture.  Bake in a 350 oven for 35 minutes.

It’s Schwartzbeeren Season!
These pictures are of schwartzbeeren growing in my garden.  
Are schwartzbeeren plants in your garden?  
Did your parents raise schwartzbeeren?  
What is your favorite schwartzbeeren recipe?

1857 Scha ff hausen Census Available

The 1857 census from Schaffhausen is now available.  If 
any one is interested in obtaining a copy please contact 
Kevin Rupp for more information at 2301 Canal Blvd., 
Hays, Ks  67601 or at www.volgagerman.net.

B
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Two  new books f rom  AHSGR

Dennis Zitterkopf, Wichita Chapter and AHSGR board 
member, reported on the Volga German mail list that two 
long awaited books are now available for purchase from 
the American Historical Society of Germans from Russia, 
Lincoln Nebraska.

1) Pleve: Einwanderung in das Wolgagebiet, 1764-1767 
(Immigration to the Volga Region) Vol. 3 - Villages Laub 
- Preus.  Detailed lists of the   rst settlers who responded 
to the Manifesto of Catherine the Great. Includes informa-
tion about their ages, occupations, families, and place of 
origin in the German states. Volume three cover the follow-
ing villages: Laub, Merkel, Obermonjou, Lauwe, Messer, 
Orlovskaja, Leichtling, Moor, Paul’skaja, Leitsinger, Muller, 
Pfeifer, Louis, Niedermonjou, Philippsfeld, Mariental, Nor-
ka, and  Preuss.

Cost: members $65, non-members $85 plus shipping 
charges per order: USA - First Class Mail $7.00, Priority 
Mail $12.00.

2) History of the Volga German Colonists by Jacob E. Di-
etz.  Originally written in Russian, translated into German 
and now English.  The author, a German Russian himself, 
gives the reader an insight into how the colonists lived and 
the many challenges they faced.  This book is a fascinating 
documentation of the history, lives, economics and politics 
of their times.  Historians have long known of the existence 
of the manuscript of Jacob Dietz, which has been included 
in a series of bibliographic guides, but its location was long 
unknown.  It was found only a few years ago in the Engels 
branch of the State Archive of the Saratov Oblast.

Cost: Member $38, Non-Member $48 plus shipping charg-
es per order: USA - First Class Mail $7.00, Priority Mail 
$12.00.
 
Orders can be placed through AHSGR’s web site, http:
//www.ahsgr.org/ or by calling AHSGR headquarters 402-
474-3363.

AHSGR German Origins Project

Dick Kraus, AHSGR German Origins project coor-
dinator reports that Mariental, Mueller, Pfeifer, and 
Pobochnaya First Settlers Lists, with annotations, 
have been newly added to the AHSGR German Ori-
gins web site.  The web site lists mostly con  rmed 
origins information on two Black Sea area colonies; 
uncon  rmed origins information for six Belowesch 
colonies, and mostly uncon  rmed, but increasingly 
con  rmed, origins information for 42 Volga colonies 
which now have their First Settlers’ Lists (FSL) and 
Mai & Marquardt information, along with some 
Stumpp info, entered in the German Origins por-
tion of the AHSGR web site:  http://www.ahsgr.org/
german_origins.htm.  

Those colonies included so far are Gueldendorf 
(Odes) and Hoffnungstal (Bess) in the south; Be-
laja Besha, Gorodok, Kaltschinowka, Rundewiese, 
Grosser Werder, Kleiner Werder of Belowesch; and 
in the Volga area: Anton, Balzer, Bangert, Bauer, 
Bettinger, Boaro, Dietel, Dinkel, Dobrinka, Doen-
hof, Goebel, Graf, Grimm, Frank, Herzog, Holstein, 
Huck, Jagodnaya Polyana, Kamenka, Katharinen-
stadt, Kautz, Kolb, Kraft, Krasnoyar, Kratzke, Kuk-
kus, Kutter, Leichtling, Mariental, Merkel, Mueller, 
Norka, Pfeiffer, Pobochnaya, Preuss, Roethling, 
Rothammel, Schuck, Sewald, Stahl-am-Karaman, 
Volmer, and Walter.   

Dick emphasizes that the German Origins project 
is intended to include information regarding the 
origins of settlers in German Russian villages no 
matter where they were in Russia.   He welcomes 
and will include data for any colony in any region.  
Send it to Dick at dickkraus1@yahoo.com and it will 
be included.  

Wol ga Magazine On-line

Frank Jacobs brought back several cop-
ies of issues of the Spanish language 
magazine, Wolga, from his recent trip 
to Argentina.  These magazines are full 
of photographs and stories of families 
with names that are familiar to descen-
dants of Volga Germans in the U.S.  Go 
through these magazines at your leisure 
on-line at http://www.cacw.com.ar/
wolga/index.php.

Look What it Took to Make YOU  

    1 YOU
    2 parents

    4 grandparents
    8 great grandparents
   16 gg grandparents

   32 ggg grandparents
   64 gggg grandparents

  128 ggggg grandparents
  256 gggggg grandparents

  512 ggggggg grandparents
1,024 gggggggg grandparents 
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Can you help to make 
an identi  cation of 

these pictures?  
Ed Schwerdt, 
N o r t h e a s t 
Kansas Chap-
ter member, 
has some old 

u n i d e n t i f i e d , 
undated pictures 

of Germans from 
Russia which he 

thought might be of in-
terest to the membership. He hopes of possibly making an 
identi  cation of the families.  

These pictures were given to him after his mother, Mary (Melchior) 
Schwerdt, passed away.  While some have a note written on them, they 

still are unknown to him, and, 
although he has attempted to 
determine who the individuals 
might be, he has not been too 
successful.  Here are a few of 
the unidenti  ed pictures. 

Let Ed know if you know who 
they might be or who you 
think may be able to give us 
a clue regarding their identity.  
Ed will be glad to give them to 
anyone who might be position 
to make a “home” for them. 

Do you know these People?

Clockwise beginning at top left:  Kate Jacobs, “Hoffsetz”, John Degenhardt, 
Lizzie Andus, Johnny Polnich.
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Submitted by Ed Schwerdt.  Reprinted with permission of Stiglmeier Sausage Co., Inc.


