
Page 1

Northeast Kansas Chapter of the 
American Historical Society of Germans from Russia.

February/March 2006   

The AHSGR Mission Statement  “An international organization dedicated to the discovery, collection, preservation, and dissemination of 

information related to the history, cultural heritage and genealogy of Germanic Settlers in the Russian Empire and their descendants.”

Round-Up Planning Meeting in Salina

The planning meeting for the 2006 Kansas AHSGR Chapter Round-up will 
be held on Saturday, March 25, 2005, at the Western Sizzler Steak House, 
1708 W. Crawford, Salina.  Rolls and coffee will be available at 8:00 a.m. with 
the meeting starting at 8:30 a.m.  Everyone interested is welcome to attend 
the planning session.  Come prepared with ideas for raffle prizes, program, 
speaker and banquet entertainment.  The national convention to be held in 
Hays, June 10-17, 2007, will also be discussed.

Argentine Trip 
In late February Leo Dorzweiler and his wife Viola, George 
Schiefelbein and I went on a two week trip to the Volga 
Colonies of Entre Rios and Colonel Suarez, Argentina.  
The 85 degrees during the Kansas 20 degrees winter was 
not hard to take. 

We had a wonderful trip. It would not have happened 
without Fabian Jacob and Nestor Beier.  These guys 
made the arrangements and told us where to go.  Leo 
was the other necessary ingredient, both as a court jester 
and an excellent translator.  All of these ingredients were 
necessary to make the whole trip the success that it was.  
Leo would mix it up with the old Volga German dialect, 
tease the local clerks with American currency when they 
wanted Pesos, but then he would leave a nice tip in dollars, 
which I noticed was never refused even though it was not 
pesos.  Leo would always have his small flask of “hooch” 
which would provide the necessary social lubricant to get 
the connection made with the local gentry and get the party 
rolling.  And he would flirt shamelessly with the ladies, 
which usually brought on lively banter with one of the more 
spirited ladies in the group, and smiles and giggles from the 
young girls, who enjoyed the harmless old goat. 

I will present a video presentation at the April AHSGR 
chapter meeting.  Leo and I will present a program on the 
trip in September at the Oktoberfest at the Fairgrounds in 
Hays, KS.  

The trip was an outgrowth of some 1929 letters my family 
received from my great-uncles in Crespo, Argentina. When 
my great-grandfather (the Carlos branch of the Jacobs 
family) left Pfeifer, Russia, he came to Kansas and his 
three brothers went to Argentina.  All had large families.  I 
was the guest of these families and was treated as royalty 
at a large banquet. With the offspring of thee great uncles, 
I soon found that I had more cousins in Argentina than I 
had in the USA.  

We visited the almost ghost town of San Francisco 
(Pfeifer), Entre Rios and visited the last few Jacob families 
living there. I obtained a copy of the 1906 through 2002 
cemetery book for the small village.  We also discovered 

(continued on page 2)

Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be April 9, 2006, at 2:00 p.m. in 
the basement of St. Joseph’s Church, at the corner 
of 3rd Street and Van Buren Street, Topeka, KS.  
Members and guests are asked to bring one meat dish, 
one other dish, and their table service.  
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a large bound collection of the weekly inter-village Volga 
German newspaper from 1895 through 1965.  We are 
exploring with Lincoln AHSGR the possibility of arranging 
to digitally scanning the Index and Obituary page of each 
issue in this collection, as a very long term project. 

The village of Valle Maria (Marienthal) was particularly 
interesting, as it is an aggregation of the Weisenseite 
villagers.  They had a large dance while we were there, 
and they threw a feast for us one evening of young pig bar-
b-que.  I received an enlargement of a small pocket photo 
of their 1918 band, and underneath it had the listing of the 
musicians which read like the Hays phonebook. I left them 
a copy of Die Herzoger and a Munjor church book.     

In the 1920s a local priest established a new remote 
daughter colony for those who were struggling to survive 
the hardships of the original colonies.  This was Santa 

Anita.  It is a prosperous colony today.  What is interesting 
is what a mixture of families one sees as one scans their 
cemetery. In a casual stroll through only half of the site I 
noted these names: Klein, Wasinger, Haberkorn, Windholz, 
Kinderknech, Knoll, Dome, Glassman, Kuhn, Jacob, Gotte, 
Kippes, Stadelmann, Burgardt, Kranevitter, Quint, Riedel, 
and Schmidt. 

We later traveled several hundred miles south to the Coronel 
Suarez colonies and visited George Schiefelbein’s family 
and Nestor Beier.  George was on a family pilgrimage.  He 
had collected dirt from his ancestral graves in Russia and 
mixed it with earth from his family graves in Topeka, and 
he was now taking some of that common earth to mix with 
dirt from the Argentine relative graves. He in turn returned 
some of their earth to Topeka. 

Frank Jacobs   

Janet Flickinger Donates CDs
The following CDs were donated to the Northeast Kansas Chapter and are available for check out.

1910 Fed. Census - Kansas T624-446
Part 1 - McPherson Co.
Part 2 - Marion Co.

Tampa
Durham Pk Twp
Blame Twp
Fairplay Twp
Logan Twp
Grant Twp
Catlin Twp
Lehigh
E. Branch Twp
Lehigh Twp
Center Twp
Liberty Twp

Marion
Menno Twp
Gale Twp
Burns
Clark Twp
Milton Twp
Clear Creek Twp
Summit Twp
Lincolnville
Peabody
Ramona
Peabody Twp

Colfax Twp
Hillsboro
Lost Springs
Risley Twp
Florence
Goessel
Doyle Twp
W. Branch Twp
Moore Twp
Wilson Twp
Durham

1910 Fed. Census - Okla. (T624-1251)
Part 1 - Ellis Co., OK
Part 2- Garfield Co., OK

Murdock Twp.
Jefferson Twp
Athens Twp
Little Robe Twp
Arnett
Shattuck
Benton Twp
Ohio Twp
Day Twp
Ohio Prct.
Grand Twp

Otter Twp
Grand-Canton Prec.
Morgan Twp
Grand-Peek Precinct
Rawdon Twp
Greenwood Twp
Gage
Oleta Twp
Gage continued
Fargo
Rock Twp

1910 Federal Census - Kansas T624-455
Part I - Russell, Stanton, Stevens, Wallace, & Wichita Co.
Part 2- Saline Co. Part 3 - Sedgwick Co.

Russell Co. Towns / Townships
Big Creek
Grant
Gorham
Luray
Winterset
Paradise
Center

Plymouth
Fairfield
Russell.
Lincoln
Waldo
Fairview

Saline Co. Towns / Townships
Cambria Twp.
Elm Creek Twp
Solomon Twp
Dayton Twp
Eureka Twp
Gypsum City
(Railroad workers)
Falun Twp

Ohio Twp
Salina City
(Indians)
Smolan Twp.
Smoky Hill Twp
Smoky View Twp
Spring Creek Twp

Summit Twp
Pleasant Valley Twp
Glendale Twp
Greeley Twp
Walnut Twp.
Gypsum Twp
Liberty Twp
Washington Twp

1920 Fed, Census - Kansas T625-547
Part 1 - Republic Co. and Rush Co.
Part 2- Rice Co. and Russell Co.

Big creek Twp
Winterset Twp
Center Twp
Bunker Hiil
Fairfield Twp
Fairview Twp

Lucas City
Grant Twp
Lincoln Twp
Luray Twp
Paradise Twp
Dorrance City

Plymouth Twp
Dorrance cont...
Russell Twp
Russell City
WaldoTwp
Waldo City
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1920 Fed Census - Okla (T625-1463)
Part 1 - Ellis Co, OK
Part 2 - Garfield Co. OK

Athens Twp
Arnett
Arnett continued
Morgan Twp
Murdock.Twp
Shattuck
Benton Twp
Austin Twp

Ohio Twp Fargo
Day Twp
Grand Twp
Greenwood Twp
Hopewell Twp
Ivanhoe Twp
Jefferson Twp
Little Robe Twp

Otter Twp
Parkman Twp
RawdonTwp
Rock Twp
Gage
Sheldon Twp
WoodrowTwp

1930 Fed Census Kansas T626-718
Part 1 Riley Co and Seward Co.
Part 2 Rush Co Russell Co & Scott Co

Big Creek Twp
Paradise
Bunker Hill
Paradise Twp
Center Twp
Dorrance City

Fairfield Twp
Plymouth Twp
Lucas City
Russell City
Fairview Twp 
Russell Twp

Grant Twp
Waldo City
Lincoln Twp
Waldo Twp
Winterset Twp
Luray Twp

1930 Fed. Census - Okla. (T625-1901)
Part 1- Creek & Ellis Co., OK
Part 2 Custer Co., OK

Arnett
Athens Twp
Little Robe Twp
Morgan Twp
Austin Twp
Murdock Twp
Benton Twp
Day Twp

Ohio Twp
Okla/Oleta Twp.
Fargo
Gage
Otter Twp
Parkman Twp
Grand Twp
Greenwood Twp

Hopewell Twp
Rawdon Twp
Rock Twp
Shattuck
Ivanhoe Twp
Sheldon Precinct
Jefferson Twp
Woodrow Twp

1900 Fed. Census - Kansas 1623-488
Part 1 - McPherson Co., KS.
Part 2 - Marion Co., KS

Blame
Durham Park 
Logan  
Fairplay 
E. Branch 
Grant  
Catlin  
Lehigh  
Marion 

Clear Creek
Peabody
Lost Springs
Risley
Colfax
Doyle
W. Branch
Wilson 

Liberty 
Center  
Menno . 
Clark  
Moore
Milton
Gale
Summit

1910 Fed. Census - Okla. (T624-1251)
Part 1 - Ellis Co., OK
Part 2- Garfield Co., OK

Murdock Twp.
Jefferson Twp
Athens Twp
Little Robe Twp
Arnett
Shattuck
Benton Twp

Ohio Twp
Day Twp
Ohio Prct.
Grand Twp
Otter Twp
Grand-Canton 
Prec.
Morgan Twp

Grand-Peek Precinct
Rawdon Twp
Greenwood Twp
Gage
Oleta Twp
Gage continued
Fargo
Rock Twp

WWI Draft Reg.   Dec of Intention   Census

1920 Census Marion
1930 Russell Census Index
Dec of Int-Denver, CO
Dec of Intent-Dickinson Co KS
Dec of Intent-Ellis Co OK-Printed
Dec of Intent-Woodward Co OK-sorted
Declaration of Intents - Russell Co., KS
Dorrance Birth Records-CD
Ellis Co 1920 Census
Ellis_Co-WWI Draft Reg
Ext-Russell Co. Draft Reg.-WW I
Ext-Saline Co. Draft Reg.-WW I
Marion Co-Dec of Intent
Marion County Ext. Sort
Russell Birth Records
Russell Co. Draft Reg - WW I
Russell_Co-WWI.html
Russell-WW I.htm
Saline Co. Draft Registration-WW I
Sorted Early Russell Co. Dec of Intents
W.W.I Draft Reg. Covers
World War I Draft Reg.-Lancaster Co., NE
WWI-Marion
WWI-MarionINDEX
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CHAIRPERSONS

Chaplain
Raymond Meier
785-234-2967 
dorismeier@juno.com

Membership
Ed Schwerdt
785-271-2132
edschwerdtmindspring.com

Historian/Librarian
Isadore ‘Ike’ Appelhanz
785-273-2595 
Appelhanz@cs.com

Sick/Shut-in
All Members

Courtesy
Doris Meier
785-234-2967
dorismeier@juno.com 

Computer/Genealogy
Gary Ubert
785-478-9670 
ubert@cox.net

Program
JoAnn Staley
785-266-7477
topekajo@aol.com

Finance Ways & Means
Evelyn Huggins
785-246-0271 
EveJoyHug01@cox.net

CHAPTER OFFICERS

President
John Reb
785-235-5875

Vice-President
Sheri Rose
785-986-6308
SRose95709@aol.com

Secretary
Ed Schwerdt
785-271-2132
edschwerdt@mindspring.com

Treasurer
Bill Domme
785-234-8491
wdomme@cox.net

Newsletter Editor
Denise Grau
785-273-6849
dgrau@germansfromrussia.org

Membership

If you know someone with a Germans from Russia 
ancestry, encourage them to join AHSGR and our 
local chapter.  Invite them as your guest to our next 
meeting.

Mark Your Calendars!
March 25 Round-up planning meeting,   
  Western Sizzler, Salina, 8:30 a.m.
April 9  Next Regular Meeting
July 30  Chapter Picnic, Lake Shawnee,  
  Shelter House #3, noon to 4
Aug. 13 No Meeting
Aug. 14-20 2006 AHSGR National Conven-  
  tion, Lincoln, NE 
Sept. 16-17 Midwest Deutsche Oktoberfest,  
  Hays, KS
Oct. 8  Regular Meeting & election of 
  officers
Oct. 21    2006 Round-up of Kansas Chap-
  ters, Hays

Library Notes

Ed Schwerdt has donated the following new books 
to the chapter library:

Life in Russia Under Catherine the Great, by Miriam 
Kochan
Elizabeth & Catherine - Empresses of all the 
Russians, by Robert Coughlan
Catherine the Great, by Joan Haslip
Catherine the Great, by Henri Troyat

Personal Notes

Get well wishes for a speedy recovery to: 

•JoAnn Staley for a speedy recovery following 
carpal tunnel surgery  

•Will Konrade following surgery on March 13. 

 

1857 Beauregard and Susannental 
Censuses Available
The 1857 census from Susannental and the 1857 
census from Beauregard are now available.  All pro-
ceeds will go towards securing census lists from the 
archives in Russia.  Next on the list to compile will be 
Schaffhausen 1857.  

If any one is interested in obtaining a copy please con-
tact Kevin Rupp for more information at 2301 Canal 
Blvd., Hays, Ks  67601 or at www.volgagerman.net.
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We are the chosen.  In each family there is one who seems called to find the ancestors.  To 
put flesh on their bones and make them live again, to tell the family story and to feel that 
somehow they know and approve.

Doing genealogy is not a cold gathering of facts but, instead, breathing life into all who 
have gone before.  We are the storytellers of the tribe. All tribes have one.  We have been 
called, as it were, by our genes.  Those who have gone before cry out to us, “Tell our 
story!”   So, we do.

In finding them, we somehow find ourselves.  How many graves have I stood before now 
and cried?  I have lost count.  How many times have I told the ancestors, “You have a 
wonderful family; you would be proud of us.”  How many times have I walked up to a 
grave and felt somehow there was love there for me?  I cannot say.

It goes beyond just documenting facts.  It goes to who I am and why do I do the things I 
do.  It goes to seeing a cemetery about to be lost forever to weeds and indifference and 
saying, “I can’t let this happen.”  The bones here are bones of my bone and flesh of my 
flesh.  It goes to doing something about it.  It goes to pride in what our ancestors were 
able to accomplish, how they contributed to what we are today.  It goes to respecting their 
hardships and losses, their never giving in or giving up, their resoluteness to go on and 
build a life for their family.

It goes to deep pride that the fathers fought and some died to make and keep us a Nation.  
It goes to a deep and immense understanding that they were doing it for us.  It is of equal 
pride and love that our mothers struggled to give us birth.  Without them we could not ex-
ist, and so we love each one, as far back as we can reach.

That we might be born who we are.  That we might remember them.  So. we do.

With love and caring and scribing each fact of their existence, because we are they and 
they are the sum of who we are.  So, as a scribe called, I tell the story of my family.  It 
is up to that one called in the next generation to answer the call and take my place in the 
long line of family storytellers.

That is why I do my family genealogy, and that is what calls those young and old to step 
up and restore the memory or greet those whom we had never known before.
                                                                         
                     -Author Unknown
  Submitted by JoAnn Staley

We are the chosen...We are the chosen...
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