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Northeast Kansas Chapter of the 
American Historical Society of Germans from Russia.

December /January 2006   

The AHSGR Mission Statement  òAn international organization dedicated to the discovery, collection, preservation, and dissemination of 

information related to the history, cultural heritage and genealogy of Germanic Settlers in the Russian Empire and their descendants.ó

From the President
The program for the February meeting will be a 
disk of stories and music as related by Lawrence 
Weigel (deceased) of Hays.  The stories are told 
in German, then translated to English.*

Future dates to remember:
Plans for bierock sales at the Farmersô Market

July 30   Annual Picnic, Lake Shawnee, 
    Shelter House #3, 12 noon to 4 pm

August 13   No Meeting

Aug. 14-20   National Convention in Lincoln, 
    Nebraska
October 8   Regular Meeting and election of 

    ofýcers

October ?   Annual Kansas Roundup of 
    Chapters,  Hays

Dec. 10   Annual Christmas party

Mark these events on your calendar, bring sug-
gestions to the meeting for plans and improve-
ments of the programs.

John Reb, President

*See page 5 for more information on the Law-
rence Weigel CDs.
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Above: Jessica Rose 
(daughter of Sheri Rose)  
conýdes in  Santa Claus.

Right:  Marie Kaberline 
readies the Christmas 
dinner table.

Above: ñThis Generation 
Choirò from Washburn 
Rural High School sang 
songs of the season.

Right:  Ike Appelhanz 
and helpers draw for 
door prizes.

Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be February 12, 2006, at 2:00 
p.m. in the basement of St. Josephôs Church, at the 
corner of 3rd Street and Van Buren Street, Topeka, 
KS.  Members and guests are asked to bring one 
meat dish, one other dish, and their table service.  
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CHAIRPERSONS

Chaplain
Raymond Meier
785-234-2967 
dorismeier@juno.com

Membership
Ed Schwerdt
785-271-2132
edschwerdtmindspring.com

Historian/Librarian
Isadore óIkeô Appelhanz
785-273-2595 
Appelhanz@cs.com

Sick/Shut-in
All Members

Courtesy
Doris Meier
785-234-2967
dorismeier@juno.com 

Computer/Genealogy
Gary Ubert
785-478-9670 
ubert@cox.net

Program
JoAnn Staley
785-266-7477
topekajo@aol.com

Finance Ways & Means
Evelyn Huggins
785-246-0271 
EveJoyHug01@cox.net

CHAPTER OFFICERS

President
John Reb
785-235-5875

Vice-President
Sheri Rose
785-986-6308
SRose95709@aol.com

Secretary
Ed Schwerdt
785-271-2132
edschwerdt@mindspring.com

Treasurer
Bill Domme
785-234-8491
wdomme@cox.net

Newsletter Editor
Denise Grau
785-273-6849
dgrau@germansfromrussia.org

Membership

If you know someone with a Germans from Russia 
ancestry, encourage them to join AHSGR and our 
local chapter.  Invite them as your guest to our next 
meeting.

If you have not paid your 2006 membership dues 
please do so ASAP.  Be sure to indicate Chapter 
#15 on your membership form.

Library Notes
Library resources including books, videos, 
newsletters, audio cassettes, etc. are available for 
review during the meetings or may be checked out 
for more in-depth review. See Ike Appelhanz for 
more details. Donations to our library are always 
welcome.

From the Mailbox...

JoAnn Staley received the following letter:

Since you are from Topeka do you know Mildred (Stattelman) single name.  I used to correspond with her, but lost 
contact with her.  Iôm not sure of her married name.  

I would be pleased to get in contact with her again.  I know some of the older German people would know of her.  
May you have all the good things God bestows on you, Health, Propsperity and Happiness in the Year 2006.

Mrs. Mary Baier
PO Box 5
Macklin SKS0L 2C0

Personal Notes
Deepest sympathy to Karen Wagstaff, Linda Currie 
and Mike Grau on the death of their father, Adelbert 
Grau, on January 23, 2006.
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Genealogy Research Class
Frank Jacobs will present Volga German Research, Cur-
rent Copy and with DNA, before the Written Record at 
Johnson County Library, Overland Park, KS, Saturday 
January  28, 2006, 10:00 am.  

1857 Zug Census Available
The October 26, 1857 census of Zug (Gattung) is now 
available.  

If you are interested in obtaining a copy of the Zug census 
please contact Kevin Rupp, 2301 Canal Blvd., Hays, Ks  
67601 or at www.volgagerman.net.

Sunflower Chapter Newsletter Available On-line

The Sunþower Chapter Newsletter is now available on-line 
at http://www.volgagerman.net/chapter_newsletter.htm.  
The free Adobe Reader is needed to view their attractive, 
interesting, informative newsletter. Check it out!

 
Horse Thieves, Outlaws and 
Brigands in the Closet
Submitted by Frank Jacobs
 
Iôve recently been matched  by DNA  at a fairly high 
level (37 marker Y DNA) with a gentleman from 
Sweden.  But I have no known ancestry of Swedish 
blood after the ancient Viking migrations, or do I?   
The DNA analysis shows a fairly high probability of a 
common ancestor between this Swedish family and 
the Nicholas  Jacob ancestry.  Is this possible? While 
additional research is underway, there is a deýnite 
ñYesò.
 
The two families appear to share a connection in 
1632 through 1640s in  Alsace, France during the 30 
Years War.  This is consistent with the time period  
that the two families probably shared a common 
ancestor.
 
Here is where my most ancient Jacob ancestor 
shows up at a 37 marker level, within the Reeb fam-
ily. The speciýc location is as follows:
 
From the Reeb historical genealogy we know that 
Reeb / Jacob family shows up in Selestat south of 
Strasbourg. That family we know came from Dam-
bach-la-Ville and trace back to Breitenbach. 
 
ñSouth of Strasbourgò is the key location.
 
In 1630 King Gustavus Adolphus entered the 30 
Years War.  While he was killed in November 1632, 
in the Autumn of 1632, Swedish General, Gustav 
Horn, entered Alsace via  Keil-Strasbourg and 
started south clearing Imperial troops from occupied 
fortresses. Swedish soldiers were particularly cruel 
to Catholic villages. The Jacob family of this time was 
Catholic, and of the villages of this area.
 
The Swedish DNA donor comes from a long  fam-
ily line of military tradition, documented back to the 
1700s, but not yet documentable on paper back to 
the 1630s.  However every Swedish estate of the 
time period was required to contribute a quota of 
soldiers to the  Crown.
 
My interpretation is that this Swedish donorôs ances-
tor  was a soldier in the Swedish Army of invasion 
and occupation of the 1630s.  The reader can draw 
their own conclusions as to what ñparticularly cruel to 
Catholic villagesò meant.

Volga German Proverbs

Du sitzt do wie an Blumestock
Translation:  You sit like a þowerpot.

(You are sitting there like a þower pot ï looking pretty 
but doing nothing)

So wie die alte Sunge,
So zwitzern ag die Junge

Translation:  As the mature birds sang, so the baby birds 
chirp.

(Children imitate their parents.)

Source:  Volga German Proverbs and Proverbial Expressions 
from the Colony of Dreispitz by Mary Koch; printed in AHSGR, 
Journal, Vol 2, No. 1, Spring 1979, pp. 32-37.
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Researching obituaries and other records of Germans 
from Russia is now available from your computer 
thanks to the SOAR (Saving Our Ancestral Records) 
On-line Project of the American Historical Society of 
Germans from Russia International (AHSGR). The 
address for this new website is www.ahsgrsoar.org. 
(There can be a delay in the updates for all domain 
name servers (DNS) on the Internet so if the site is not 
available today, try the address later - Iôm told it can 
take up to 48 hours for the entire Internet to be updated. 
Cox Communications and Qwest are updated now.)

Searching SOAR via the Internet is a free resource for 
everyone, but fees will be charged for downloading 
speciýc records or pages for the personal use of 
the researcher. Fees for members of AHSGR are 
considerably less than fees for non-members.

Internet technology now permits SOAR to begin 
providing the dissemination of many of the records 
held by AHSGR beginning with more than 131,800 
obituaries currently on ýle at Headquarters in Lincoln. 
Additional obituaries from the Central California 
Chapter library in Fresno will be added soon. 

The obituary database is indexed by keywords 
such as surnames, given names, and locations 
of events like birth and death, plus signiýcant 
dates of birth, marriage, immigration and death.

Obituary records are available for persons from 
various German Russian regions including 
Bessarabia, the Black Sea, the Caucasus, Poland, 
Ukraine, Volga and Volhynia. Obituaries are from 
newspapers in states with large German Russian 
populations such as Washington, Oregon, California, 
Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, 
Texas, Wisconsin and Michigan and countries 
such as Argentina, Brazil, Germany and Canada.

Other databases such as scrapbooks, cemetery 
records and numerous historical records 
from the North Colorado Chapter library are
being processed for future new database releases. 

Items such as the AHSGR Workpapers and the 
ýrst 20 years of the AHSGR Journal are additional 
candidates for the on-line materials. New database 
candidates are readily identiýed and their availability 
is limited only by the volunteer support necessary 
to prepare the data for use by the project.

Over the past ýve years or so, volunteers have spent 
thousands of hours, planning, scanning, indexing and 
preparing valuable genealogical resources for online 
use. Special appreciation goes to the coordinators of 
the project: Marge and Bob Benson, Ken Lefþer and 
Ron Greenwald, as well as to the many dedicated 
volunteers across the country who have helped 
and continue to help with indexing, translating and 
revising. Recognition and appreciation also goes to 
the chapters and councils providing funding to the
project (California District Council and the 
Denver Metro, Northern Colorado and 
Lincoln Chapters) and to the many AHSGR 
members for their special donations to SOAR.

Dennis Zitterkopf

SOAR Now On-line

The following e-mail was posted to the German Volga mail list by Dennis Zitterkopf on Monday, January 16, 2006.

http://www.ahsgrsoar.org
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This is a first in a series of CD's that are produced by Larry 
Weigel, son of Lawrence Weigel. 

This humorous talk was recorded 
in 1989 at the American Historical 
Society of Germans from Russia 
convention held in Lincoln, 
NE.  Lawrence tells funny stories 
about "Der Mister" from Russia, 
the Lutheran minister, the cab-
bage & barrel tale, the state rep-
resentative, the chandelier, the 
contractor, the good schmelling 

stuff, the Pfeifer fights, the arrival of the bishop in Munjor, two 
old men at a funeral, two men in the tavern in Schoenchen, 
the stolen pig, and the blue holy water.  You can tell by the 
laughter that the crowed loved it.  The recording is finished off 
with some good old fashioned Volga German music played on 
his beloved keyboard organ. 

The CD can be purchased through.... 

Sunflower Chapter 
2301 Canal Blvd 
Hays, Ks. 67601

Cost is $15.00 + $3.00 for 
shipping and handling = 
$18.00. If interested please 
send a check to the address 
above.All proceeds go to the 
local A.H.S.G.R. Sunflower 
Chapter.

The following information was received from the Sunþower Chapter.


