
  

The Journey of  Man
Submitted by Frank Jacobs

Our presentation for the June 12 meeting will be the PBS program 
about the population of earth, including our German ancestors, through 
the generosity of Evelyn Huggins who provided this CD.  Regardless 
of your views on evolution, the film sidesteps the issue by dwelling on 
modern man over the last 50,000 years and presents a fascinatingly clear 
explanation of DNA and genetics. 

While scientists have taken blood samples of all human populations in 
the last 20 years, this one intrepid fellow and camera crew take us on 
a fascinating trip through the evolving human groups around the globe, 
showing their pathways and history. Would you believe that most northern 
hemisphere people inherited from the Kazaks and Kirgiz 30,000 years 
before they terrorized our German ancestors 250 years ago in Russia?  

Man left Africa about 50, 000 years ago due to the severe drought which 
was caused by the ice age freezing up excess ocean waters. Until about 
10 years ago, the belief was that man then went into the middle east, 
across Turkey into Europe. But DNA sampling showed that this was not 
the case, and man made a detour into central Asia,  following the grazing 
herds out of Africa, and only about 10,000 years later did they skirt the 
glaciers into Europe. They were then cut off and isolated in Europe for 
an additional 30,000 years as the glaciers advanced.  This is the group 
which populated the Balkans, Scandinavia and later German as well as 
France and Spain.

The film shows the fascinating changes made to survive, from the 
tiny oldest group of bushmen who withstood the African drought by 
miniaturization, with little need for food or water. Remember the movie, 
The Gods must be Crazy? Then the later Africans who developed 
height and increased body surface to dissipate excess heat, and the 
dark pigmentation to block the damaging ultraviolet sunlight, to the 
northern European who gave up most pigmentation, in order to capture 
the scarce sun rays needed for vitamin D for bone growth, and most 
interesting of all, the far northern Siberian precursors to the American 
Indians, who became little round people with shortened limbs, to cut the 
amount of surface area subject to heat loss. It is fascinating to see how 
by continuous physical activity and continuous eating and drinking they 
live as migrants in leather huts, following reindeer herds in temperatures 
of 60 degrees below zero, a real time capsule of survival in the ice age, 
an age which the DNA record shows our people survived. 
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information related to the history, cultural heritage and genealogy of Germanic Settlers in the Russian Empire and their descendants.ó

Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be June 12, 
2005, at 2:00 p.m.  Members and 
guests are asked to bring one meat 
dish, one other dish, and their table 
service.  

Regular Meetings
Regular meetings are held bi-monthly 
at 2:00 p.m., the second Sunday of 
the month in the basement of St. 
Joseph’s Church, at the corner of 3rd 
Street and Van Buren Street, Topeka, 
KS. Guests are always welcome. 

In Memory of 
Marvin Dinkel
Jackie Shufelberger is 
raising funds in memory 
of her father, Marvin 

Dinkel, to benefit Midland Hospice Care 
and extends the opportunity to contribute 
to members of the Northeast Kansas 
Chapter.  Midland is Topeka’s only 
not-for-profit hospice, and accepts all 
referrals regardless of inability to pay.

Marvin was a life-time member of 
AHSGR and an active member of our 
chapter. Marvin was the recipient of the 
Outstanding Service Award at the 2003 
Kansas Round-Up of Chapters.

If you wish to contribute in memory of 
Marvin, you can make donations through 
the web site http://www.justgiving.com/
pfp/jackies, which is secure and the most 
efficient way to make a contribution to 
Jackie’s fundraising efforts.
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JoAnn Staley
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Finance Ways & Means
Evelyn Huggins
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John Reb
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Membership

If you know someone with a Germans from Russia 
ancestry, encourage them to join AHSGR and our 
local chapter.  Invite them as your guest to our next 
meeting.

Mark Your Calendars!
June 12 Next Regular Meeting 
Aug. 14 Chapter Picnic, Lake Shawnee,  
  Shelter #3
Aug. 14-21 2005 AHSGR National Conven-  
  tion, Oklahoma City 
Sept. 30 &   2005 Round-up of Kansas Chap-

Library Notes
Library resources including books, videos, 
newsletters, audio cassettes, etc. are available for 
review during the meetings or may be checked out 
for more in depth review. See Ike Appelhanz for 
more details. Donations to our library are always 
welcome.

Please return checked-out items so that others can 
also benefit from our library resources.  We’ve had 
several requests for items that have been out for 
quite some time.  Thank you.

  

Germanfest
June 4 to 5, 2005

Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church

Topeka, KS

Featuring homemade 
German foods,  crafts, 

games and rides
 for children.

Bierock Sales

Saturday morning bierocks sales at the Topeka 
Farmers’ Market are off to a great start.  This has 
been a great fundraiser for the Northeast Kansas 
Chapter #15.

Sales begin at 7:30 a.m. and end when our supply 
runs out - often times by 10:30 a.m.  Stop by our 
booth to help with sales, or to buy a few bierocks to 
take home.  Bierocks are sold hot (ready to eat) or 
cold (packaged for take-home) for $3.00 each.  
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I have recently subscribed to Fam-
ily Tree DNA services to research 
my genealogy beyond what could 
be found in the Kuhlburg Russian 
migration lists and the LDS mi-
crofilms of the 1600 AD German 
Church records. I was introduced 
to this specific program by my 
3rd cousin, Evelyn Huggins. We 

shared a great great grandfather on my father’s side.

Since the primary genealogy DNA research is done by fol-
lowing the male DNA, we collaborated to determine  the ori-
gin of our common ancestor, Nicholas Jacob of 1765 Mainz, 
Germany. What we found surprised us.

DNA can be used to determine paternity, close relationships 
between individuals; and origin of specific families; medical 
research for identification of certain genes which may affect 
a person negatively or positively; premaritally as a caution 
against undesired genetic maladies in offspring; casualty 
identification in military war situations, and forensically in 
identification of criminal perpetrators.

What the genealogists are primarily interested in is the male 
Y chromosome, which is passed on from father to son. As 
genes mutate over time, they develop their own “signature” 
identifications which are called “markers”. By tracking  such 
markers, it is possible to identify ancestors, and human 
grouping from which a person originated, and to estimate 
the time lapsed in generations since individuals shared a 
common ancestor who had the same markers.

Female DNA tracing is more complex and expensive to 
trace, and is also lost in surname conventions related to 
married  naming. Female lines are partially traced by follow-
ing male Y DNA of a close male relative.

The anthropologists and geneticists collaborated and devel-
oped major human groupings of genetically similar clustered 
individuals, sorted historically by different time periods. This 
was done by collecting blood samples in the last 20 years, 
from all major human groupings around the world  and us-
ing the powers of computers to categorize the mountains of 
data contained within these groupings.  The groupings were 
called haplogroups.

We can show where the haplogroups came from in terms of 
human migratory patterns. You may want to take a look at a 
site on the National Geographic webpage: www.nationalgeo
graphic.com/genographic. This site has some walkthroughs 
that can visually demonstrate these human migratory pat-
terns.

Printed history shows that the Nicholas Jacob clan passed 
through Neuburg, Mainz, Germany in 1765 en route to 
Pfeifer, Russia. Pfeifer history reports that these colonists 

came from Wurttemberg, and Baden, Germany.  However 
the genetic history shows that Nicholas Jacob came from 
a haplogroup in the distant past (10,000 to 12,000 years 
ago) and that haplography was nearly completely restricted 
to  northwestern Europe.  These would most likely have 
been common within Viking populations. One lineage  of 
this group extends down into central Europe.  Based on 
knowledge of history and what we know of where these hap-
logroups were and when,  we can predict which haplogroups 
would have been present in those populations. Haplogroup 
formed during or before  the last Glacial Maximum (Ice Age)  
was present in the Balkan countries until the glaciers reced-
ed and some of them  migrated north, eventually becoming 
the Vikings.

The 12 Marker Y-DNA Matches by haplography, for Nicho-
las Jacob’s DNA showed “Exact Matches” in the following 
countries: Denmark, England, Iceland, Poland, Russia, 
Mordva, Scotland, Sweden. These are all coastal countries 
or countries with navigable rivers, i.e., Russia, which were 
colonized or invaded by the Vikings.

The invasions from the Balkans and Germany are described 
in English literature. Edward Rutherfurd in his novel Sarum, 
which starts in ice age England, describes the migrations as 
seen from British archaeology around 5000 BC.

“It was the invasion of a marauding tribe which changed 
everything. They arrived suddenly and without warning in 
that coastal region early one summer; no one knew exactly 
where they had come from, nor what impetus had driven 
them to travel; but they seemed to have arrived from the 
east. It was a pattern that was to be repeated for thousands 
of years in the troubled history of Europe. Again and again 
such invaders – sometimes a party of raiders, sometimes an 
entire people – would come sweeping into western Europe 
with terrifying force; they came from Scandinavia, from the 
Germanic plains, from the distant steppes of central Asia; 
some stayed and settled, others came, ravaged and de-
parted.”

But how does this migration of Scandinavian culture end in 
central Germany.   Are there records of specific migrations?

An Anglican nun, associated with the Swedish rites of 
Spring, made the transition to Wurttemberg, demonstrating 
established travel routes. The Walpurgis tradition is com-
monly associated with the feast of Anglo-German Saint Wal-
purgis. Walpurga was a woman born in England in 710. She 
went to live to Württemberg in Germany, where she became 
a nun and abbess in the convent of Heidenheim.

And guess what the name of Nicholas Jacob’s wife was 
when he set off for far off Russia? It was Walpurgia Jacob, 
showing some reverence for the former inhabitant of Wurt-
temberg. 

DNA Genealogy and Volga Germans
Submitted by Frank Jacobs
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We also have the linguistic record of the Saxons of the 
Northern German plain who followed the river routes south 
into forested Germany.

OK, so DNA can establish what ancient group a male lin-
age came from. That is not terribly helpful for genealogic 
purposes. However, the more markers that are examined on 
the DNA, the closer one can come to establishing a shared 
ancestor  in the not too distant past, assuming other indi-
viduals  have contributed DNA to a database.

Ideally, Volga German research would be enhanced greatly 
if one male from every male patriarch who is listed as the 
first individual on a Pleve chart was entered into the shared 
DNA database. However that is unlikely to happen, but it is 
happening voluntarily in some surname groups.  And quite 
frankly, the historical paper trail evaporates in central Eu-
rope as the country was thrown into the 30 Years War and 
the wars of religion.

However for my one analysis, two very interesting individu-
als were identified by matches with their DNA and my own 
DNA.  I received the following reply:

An “exact” match has been found between you and another 
person(s) in the Family Tree DNA database. You and the 
other person(s) have matched in all loci, which means that 
there is a 99.9% likelihood that you have a common ances-
tor. If you and your match share a “prior” item of knowledge, 
such as a common surname, then there is a 50% likelihood 
that the common ancestor is within the last 7 generations.

One of these individuals in my database had an ancestor 
who left the Rhineland for Pennsylvania at that same gen-

eral time that Nicholas Jacob was leaving for Russia. I was 
reminded of Christina, our German exchange student stat-
ing that those who had money went to America while the 
poor went to Russia.  This surname was familiar in Volga 
German circles.

The second identified name was much closer. It was the 
name Reed, a name of my great-great-grandmother on 
my father’s side, from neighboring Kamenka, Russia. But 
the DNA was picked up from a male Reeb,  not  the female 
grandmother.  The answer is simple. The families intermar-
ried after the second cousin distance was established, as 
required by the Church, giving the surname on both sides 
of the family. 

The DNA suggested a common ancestor with the Reeb  
name on the male side, going back to Germany about 350 
years or to the 1750s.

One caution.  Peasants did not start using surnames until 
the 1500 and 1600s, so ancestors may be found by DNA 
before 1600s, without clear surname identities.  Nor does 
location of origin always prove stable.

In the Cheddar region of England, DNA showed the villagers 
were strongly interrelated and stable in the same location, 
even before there were surnames. However in Germany, 
centuries of warfare disrupted major population centers.  My 
experience with several individuals’ locations on the Kuhl-
burg list was that the individuals were not found in the LDS 
church records of the Kuhlberg location, suggesting that the 
location may have been a transitory way station, by refu-
gees in a war torn country, en route to Russia.

Kamenka, Russia Census Records Available
Kamenka Village Coordinator, announced the 1834 and the 
1850 Kamenka census are now available.   If interested, 
please contact Rosemary at larso260@tc.umn.edu.

1881 Census of General Alvear Colony, 
Argentina
Jorge L. Göttig of Argentina has compiled an index of 
the 1881 census of General Alvear Colony in Entre Rios 
Province, Argentina. The compilation includes over 1,500 
colonists in six villages and outlying areas. Five villages 
were Catholic and one was Lutheran. Jorge has made this 
census available to everyone by allowing it to be published 
on the Volga German web site at http://www.webbitt.com/
volga/col_gen_alvear.txt.

News on the Net

Wittman and Schoenchen, Russian Village 
Census Records Available
Kevin Rupp, AHSGR Sunflower Chapter president, an-
nounced that the 1857 Wittman and Schoenchen, Russia 
census records are now available for purchase.  Both vol-
umes include a list of heads of families from the1834 census 
as well.  

Copies can be purchased from Kevin at Kevin Rupp, 
2301 Canal Blvd., Hays, Kansas 67601, or by email at 
krupp@ruraltel.net.  Proceeds from the sales go towards 
purchasing more records out of Russia.

Kevin has a number of other village census compila-
tions available for purchase on his web site, http://
www.volgagerman.net/.  



Page 4

Efforts are underway to reestablish the Roman Catholic, 
Lutheran and Mennonite churches, the three historic faiths 
of the Germans from Russia, in the Volga region in Russia.

On Sunday, May 22, members and guests of St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, Topeka, had the opportunity to hear from 
a pastor at the forefront of the effort to build a congrega-
tion in Saratov.  Pastor Olav Panchu of St. John’s Lutheran 
church in Saratov was guest preacher at both services, 
gave a presentation to Bible class between services and 
spoke after a potluck meal at noon.  He opened his talks by 
saying, “Greetings to the people of the wind.  I feel at home 
here.”

Pastor Panchu’s own faith and willingness to serve stems 
from a Finnish grandfather.  This fisherman grandfather was 
himself persecuted and at one time smuggled to Europe for 
his protection.  He lived to be ninety and imparted his values 
to his family.  So when Pastor Panchu was asked to become 
a pastor by an official of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Ingria, he agreed.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ingria is approximately 
400 years old.  The Ingrians are ethnically related to the 
Finns.  During the Soviet regime, the Ingrians’ churches 
were destroyed and they worshipped secretly.  Finland was 
controlled by Russia from 1809 until 1917.  The Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Ingria is building a new seminary near 
St. Petersburg.  Another Lutheran seminary has been es-
tablished in Novosibirsk, Siberia; and in terms of profes-
sors, is largely supported by professors from the Lutheran 
Church Missouri Synod seminaries in the U.S.

Pastor Panchu received a degree in international relations 
and journalism from Moscow University in 1991.  He speaks 
seven languages.  As a student, he witnessed the fall of 
communism.  For his pastoral education, he attended Con-
cordia Theological Seminary of the Lutheran Church Mis-
souri Synod in Fort Wayne, Indiana from 1998-2001.

The task he faces is daunting.  By 1937 almost all clergy 
in Russia had been killed, imprisoned or had simply disap-
peared.  The faithful laity was persecuted.  Because of 75 
years of communism, generations of Russians have brought 
up without Christian values, education, and worship.

Eighty per cent of the population considers themselves part 
of the Russian Orthodox Church but rarely attend church 
and have no knowledge of the Gospel.  The Russian Ortho-
dox opposes the reestablishment of other denominations 
and has the advantage of virtually being a state church.  The 
patriarch has a position in the government and the Russian 
Orthodox Church receives funding from the government.

In the past church buildings were destroyed or desecrated 
by pouring oil on the altars for example.  The Lutheran ca-
thedral in Saratov was blown up by the government in 1971.  
New churches must now apply for permission to operate 
and prove to the government that they are a historic and 
traditional church.

Social problems are rampant in Russia - unemployment, 
prostitution and drunkenness.  Infants and children are rou-
tinely abandoned.  The public school situation is not good.  
Christian values are not taught, and an atmosphere of self-
ish materialism predominates.  Pastor Panchu character-
ized most Russians as “happy pagans”.

Pastor Panchu’s own preaching territory covers a large 
area.  He must hire a car to take him to preaching stations 
hundreds of miles apart.  He has one associate pastor and 
three ordained deacons to assist him.  St. John’s Lutheran 
Church of Saratov has grown from zero members to one 
hundred.  Here in Topeka, plans are underway for St. John’s 
of Topeka to become a “sister church” with St. John’s of 
Saratov in order to help the Christians in Saratov with their 
struggle to once again to be able to witness and worship.

The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: 
pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would 
send forth labourers into his harvest. Luke 10,2

Pastor Olav Panchu, senior pastor of St. 
John’s Lutheran Church, Saratov, Russia, 
greeting people after the 8:30 a.m. service 
at St. John’s Lutheran Church, Topeka, 
May 22, 2005.
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Greetings to the People of the Wind
Mission Efforts in Saratov
Submitted by Linda Currie


