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German Dialects
of Kansas
presented by William D. Keel

William D. Keel, professor of German and chair 
of the Department of Germanic Languages 
and Literatures at the University of Kansas, will 
be speaking on the topic, ñGerman Dialects of 
Kansasò, at the April 10, 2005 meeting.  

Professor Keel received his B.A. in German from 
Kalamazoo College, in Kalamazoo, Michigan.  
He received M.A.degrees in both German and 

Linguistics as well as his Ph.D. in Germanic Linguistics from Indiana University.  
He also studied three semesters at the University of Bonn, Germany.

At the University of Kansas since 1978, Professor Keel teaches courses ranging 
from elementary German for undergraduate students to seminars in German 
language history and German dialects for doctoral candidates.  He has directed 
over 20 summer language institutes in Germany for KU.

His research interests in German settlement dialects in Kansas are 
complemented by his membership in the executive committee of the Society 
for German-American Studies.  He has served as editor of the Yearbook of 
German-American Studies since 1981.  Dr. Keel joined the Kansas Humanities 
Council Speakers Bureau in 1989.

This program is provided by the Kansas Humanities Council, a non-
profit organization with 30 years of promoting the understanding 
of the history, traditions, and ideas that shape our lives and build 
community.
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The AHSGR Mission Statement  òAn international organization dedicated to the discovery, collection, preservation, and dissemination of 

information related to the history, cultural heritage and genealogy of Germanic Settlers in the Russian Empire and their descendants.ó

Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be April 
10, 2005, at 2:00 p.m.  Members 
and guests are asked to bring 
one meat dish, one other dish, 
and their table service.  

President’s Notes
AHSGR Round-up planning meeting 
will be in Salina, April 2nd, at the 
Western Sizzler Steakhouse beginning 
at 8:30 a.m.  Plans will be discussed 
concerning the Annual Kansas Round-
Up of Chapters, which will be hosted 
by the Northeast Kansas Chapter, 
September 30 and October 1 at the 
Holidome in Topeka.  

On Sept. 30 there will be a hospitality 
room for early arrivals with an 
opportunity to seek information on 
our local computers. Snacks and 
refreshments will be served.  The 
Saturday meeting will start at 9:00 
a.m., lunch at 11:30, afternoon session 
will follow.  The banquet will begin at 
6:00 p.m., following the banquet will 
be entertainment with polka music.  
Members and guests are welcome.

Bierock Sales
The Topeka Chapter plans to sell 
Bierocks at the Farmers Market in 
downtown Topeka beginning Saturday, 
May 7.  This has been a great fund- 
raiser for the Northeast Kansas Chapter 
#15.

Regular Meetings
Regular meetings are held bi-
monthly at 2:00 p.m., the second 
Sunday of the month in the 
basement of St. Josephôs Church, 
at the corner of 3rd Street and Van 
Buren Street, Topeka, KS. Guests 
are always welcome. 

Northeast Kansas 
Chapter #15

On April 6, 1975, the 
Northeast Kansas chapter 
received its charter from 

A.H.S.G.R. 

  1975 - 2005
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CHAIRPERSONS

Chaplain
Raymond Meier
785-234-2967 
dorismeier@juno.com

Membership
Ed Schwerdt
785-271-2132
edschwerdtmindspring.com

Historian/Librarian
Isadore óIkeô Appelhanz
785-273-2595 
Appelhanz@cs.com

Sick/Shut-in
All Members

Courtesy
Doris Meier
785-234-2967
dorismeier@juno.com 

Computer/Genealogy
Gary Ubert
785-478-9670 
ubert@cox.net

Program
JoAnn Staley
785-266-7477
topekajo@aol.com

Finance Ways & Means
Evelyn Huggins
785-246-0271 
EveJoyHug01@cox.net

CHAPTER OFFICERS

President
John Reb
785-235-5875

Vice-President
Sheri Rose
785-986-6308
SRose95709@aol.com

Secretary
Ed Schwerdt
785-271-2132
edschwerdt@mindspring.com

Treasurer
Bill Domme
785-234-8491
wdomme@cox.net

Newsletter Editor
Denise Grau
785-273-6849
dgrau@germansfromrussia.org

Personal Notes

Get well wishes to Carol Malecki and Ollie Stadler 
following surgery.

Best wishes to Harold  Holzhuter who will be having 
surgery at St. Francis.

Condolences to the family of Eugene ñRedò Stadler.  
Eugene, a long-time member of AHSGR, passed 
away Thursday, February 3, 2005. His obituary is 
printed on page 5.

Congratulations to Ike Applehanz on the birth of his 
grandson, Austin Kenneth Dewitt, on February 20, 
2005.

Welcome to our new member, Karen Wagstaff, 
sister to chapter members Mike Grau and Linda 
Currie.  Please take a minute to introduce yourself 
and make her feel welcome!  

If you know someone with a Germans from Russia 
ancestry, encourage them to join AHSGR and our 
local chapter.  Invite them as your guest to our next 
meeting.

Mark Your Calendars!
Apr. 1-2 German Heritage Days, Hays
Apr. 2  Round-up Planning Mtg., Salina
Apr. 10  Next Regular Meeting 
Aug. 14 Chapter Picnic
Aug. 14-21 2005 AHSGR National Conven-  
  tion, Oklahoma City 
Sept. 30 &   2005 Round-up of Kansas Chap-
Oct. 1  ters, Topeka

Library Notes
Library resources including books, videos, 
newsletters, audio cassettes, etc. are available for 
review during the meetings or may be checked out 
for more in depth review. See Ike Appelhanz for 
more details. Donations to our library are always 
welcome.

The following are recent donations to our library:
Anthropological Quarterly Oct 1975 ï Volga 
Germans in Old Russia And in Western North 
America ï Their Changing World View, by Tim 
Kloberdanz; and A Window into the Iron Curtain, by 
Mela Meisner Lindsay.

Date Change!
The Round-Up 

dates have changed 
and are now set for 

Friday, Sept. 30, and 
Saturday, Oct. 1.

  
Thanks to those who

 contributed to or assisted 
with the newsletter:

 Frank Jacobs
 Linda Currie
 Joann Staley
 Ed Schwerdt
 John Reb
 Mike Grau
 Paula Schumacher
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AHSGR Work Papers on CD 
Available for Purchase
Dennis Zitterkopf, Kansas 
representative on the AHSGR board 
of directors announced that a CD 
containing all the AHSGR Work 
Papers is now available from the on-
line AHSGR store. 

The Work Paper CD contains the 
complete set of the AHSGR Work 
Papers, the first publication series 
produced by the Society. Twenty-five 
issues, #1 - January 1969, to #25 - 
Winter 1977, as well as an index are 
included.

Publication of the AHSGR Journal 
replaced the Work Paper series in 
1978. Individual paper copies of any 
Work Paper or Journal issue may also 
be purchased from AHSGR.

The CD may be ordered from the 
AHSGR on-line store at http://
www.ahsgr.org/. Click the Store button 
on the top of the page.  Choose the 
Member or Non-member store link 
on the Store page. A link to the Work 
Papers can be found near the bottom 
left of the page.  

News on the Net
Chapter Web Site
The web site of the Northeast Kansas 
Chapter of AHSGR has been updated  
by member Gary Ubert and can be found 
on the internet at http://www.ahsgr.org/
northeastern_kansas_chapter.htm.

Germans from Russia in 
Argentina Discussion Forum
If youôre interested in Germans from 
Russia in Argentina, try posting to 
the new Germans from Russia in 
Argentina Discussion Forum found 
at http://boards4.melodysoft.com/
app?ID=germansfromrussia

Correction
In the printed version of 

December/January edition 
President John Rebôs last 

name was incorrectly spelled.   
- The Editor

KU student part of revival of Kansas Germanic languages
by Terry Romback, Lawrence Journal-World

Hanover ð When Don and Dorian Bisping are at home, they 
almost always speak to each other in Low German, the lan-
guage of their ancestors.

Like many Lutherans in north-central Kansas, they stopped 
speaking German in public in the 1940s -- when blending 
into American culture and distancing themselves from Adolf 
Hitler meant more than preserving their heritage. Itôs an at-
titude thatôs largely persevered since then.

So the Bispings were a bit puzzled last week when 141 peo-
ple -- mainly residents of Marshall and Washington counties 
-- packed the community center in Hanover to revive the 
language theyôd spoken mainly in private for more than five 
decades.

ñIt used to be my aunt would say, óDonôt speak German so 
loud in the store,ôò said Dorian Bisping, 69. ñNow everybody 
wants to speak it.ò

Thereôs a buzz in the Hanover area about Low German, the 

dialect spoken by the Lutherans who moved from northern 
Germany to Kansas in the late 1880s. Itôs due mainly to 
Scott Seeger, a Kansas University graduate student who 
heard enough people say they feared the languageôs extinc-
tion that he decided to start courses to revive the language 
among older adults and also teach it to younger genera-
tions.

ñIt must be the right time,ò Dan Thalmann, editor of the 
Washington County News, said of the language renais-
sance. ñEnough people are realizing if thereôs nothing done, 
it will die. Scott showed up as our German language sav-
ior.ò

The idea first came to Seeger, a doctoral student in Ger-
manic languages and literatures, when he was interviewing 
residents in north-central Kansas about their use of Low 
German, which he said was far different from the more com-
mon High German taught in some schools.

(continued)

Christina Schlegel, a foreign 
exchange student from Germany, 
addressed the Chapter at the 
February 13 meeting.  Christina 
gave a very delightful, enlighten-
ing and inspiring background of 
the reasons the Germans were 
ready to move - economic, po-
litical, religious, to name a few 
- and how they managed through 
all their difficulties and problems 
after arriving at their Russian 
destinations to make a home for 
themselves before again leaving 
for the Americas.  She also gave 
a quick review on present day 
Germany, especially its schools.  
Christina is attending Royal Val-
ley High School in Hoyt, Kansas. 
By Ed Schwerdt.

http://www.ahsgr.org/northeastern_kansas_chapter.htm
http://www.ahsgr.org/northeastern_kansas_chapter.htm
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The older residents he talked with said they regretted not 
passing the language -- which also is called ñplattdeutschò -- 
on to younger generations. Some of the younger people he 
talked with regretted not having learned the language.

In addition to World War II, the widespread use of the auto-
mobile in the early 20th century helped wipe out Low Ger-
man as people used English to conduct business in other 
towns.

The danger, Seeger said, was losing not only the language 
but the cultural aspects that accompany it.

ñLow German is becoming an endangered language,ò he 
said. ñFor these people, they have a strong identity with their 
German Lutheran heritage, through recipes, songs, church 
and from German at home.ò

Big response

So at the urging of Thalmann and Joyce Kracht of Bremen, 
Seeger had an informational meeting in January to gauge 
interest in reviving the language.

ñI thought there would be 20 or 30 people show up,ò Seeger 
said. ñI was just amazed. People just kept coming and com-
ing in. It was a multigenerational crowd.ò

Ninety-nine people attended the initial meeting. The first 
class session, which was Monday, drew 141 people, filling 
Hanoverôs Kloppenberg Center.

Attendees were divided into discussion groups based on the 
amount of Low German they knew.

Leland Holle, 69, of rural Hanover, was among those who 
said he was hoping to brush up on his Low German skills. 
He spoke the language when he was a child.

ñThe Indiansô language is going to go down into the grave, 
which is going to happen to our language,ò Holle said. óIf 
we donôt revive it -- well, look around the room. There are a 
couple of younger people, but theyôre mostly 55 or older.ò

John Kern was among the younger students in the crowd. 
The 28-year-old teacher in Washington heard his grand-
mother speak the language when he was a child but only 
learned a handful of words.

ñTo me, itôs just the nostalgia of being able to know what my 
ancestors used to speak,ò he said. ñI think itôs phenomenal, 
really. Itôs bigger than anyone would have thought.ò

Community revival

Thalman, the newspaper editor, sees the project as more 
than language survival. It could be the communitiesô sur-
vival.

Washington and Marshall counties have seen among the 
largest drops in population among Kansas counties in the 
past two decades. Washington has lost about a quarter of 

its population base; Marshall has seen about a 15 percent 
population decrease.

The Low German heritage, he said, could lead to economic 
development and tourism.

ñThis is the most Low German region of Kansas,ò he said. 
ñBut you couldnôt tell. I just drove through Lindsborg, and 
almost every porch has a Swedish horse on it. Iôd like to see 
this be the Lindsborg of Low German. Thereôs no reason not 
to be proud of it.ò

Seeger plans to have classes the third Monday of the month 
in the area. Heôs hoping the project takes on a life of its own 
for after he completes his dissertation, which could be as 
early as May.

ñA lot of doctoral dissertations get done and put on a shelf 
and maybe get looked at by academicians,ò he said. ñBut 
I tapped into this desire that was under the surface, and 
Iôm seeing an immediate interest in my research. Thatôs an 
absolutely fantastic example of how research can impact a 
community.ò

Seeger estimated there are 300 to 400 speakers of Low 
German in Washington and Marshall counties.

This article  appeared in the Lawrence Journal-World, March 4, 
2005 and was reprinted with permission.  Submitted by Frank 
Jacobs.

NORTH TOPEKA
Owing to the war and hard times in Russia several families 
who have emigrated from there to better their condition have 
recently arrived in Little Russia.   Several more families are 
expected to reach North Topeka in the near future.  These 
people are a welcome acquisition to our population, as they 
are a thrifty, sturdy, industrious race of people and soon ac-
quire their own homes after they get settled here.

Source:  The Topeka State Journal, April 27, 1905;  reprinted in the 
Garfield Gazette, March 2005. Submitted by Frank Jacobs

German Dialect Research
For more information about German dialects in Kan-
sas, be sure to visit the ñGerman Dialect Research 
at the University of Kansasò web site found at http:
//www.ku.edu/~germanic/gdrhomepage/main.htm, 
and the ñLinguistic Atlas of Kansas German 
Dialectsò web site at http://www.ku.edu/~germanic/
lakgdhomepage/main.htm.  These sites contain in-
formation regarding the German dialects spoken in 
Kansas (including the dialects spoken by the Volga 
Germans) and efforts to document them including 
recordings.
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The Ellis County Historical Society Museum, 100 W. Sev-
enth, Hays, is sponsoring German Heritage Days on April 
1 and 2.

The two-day line-up of seminars, music, stories, dinner and 
dance includes:

ñVolga German and Bukovina Germans:  Similarities 
and Differencesò by Oren Windholz

ñWe Sing Our Historyò by Bob Maxwell

ñThe Center for Ethnic Studies: A Room Full of Historyò 
by Patty Nicholas

ñHistory of the Volga Germans from Russiaò by Leo 
Staab

ñI will Not Forget Where I Came Fromò by Fred Karlin

ñRussian Tripò by Leo Dorzweiler

ñLocal German Historyò by Don Waldschmidt

ñGenealogy: Doing Your Family Researchò by Kevin 
Rupp, Janet Johannes & Betty MacDonald

ñThe Hammered Dulcimer--Its History and Designò by 
Joe Erbert

ñGerman Cookingò by Bernie Schumacher & Betty Pfan-
nenstiel

Accordion Music by Galen Schmidtberger

ñThe Immigrant Womanò skit by Norma Pipkin

ñLearn to Polkaò by Leo & Viola Dorzweiler

German Story Telling Sessions moderated by Ruben 
Schuckman

A German buffet and traditional wedding dance with the 
Country Dutchmen Band will be Friday evening at the VFW, 
2106 Vine.

The full schedule with times, presenters and locations can 
be found on the Museumôs web site at http://www.elliscount
yhistoricalmuseum.org/index.asp?DocumentID=666.

Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. at the museum with ses-
sions beginning at 9:30 a.m.

Admission fee is $5.00 for one day or $7.50 for both days 
paid in the Museum lobby.  Discounted advance tickets are 
available and must be purchased by March 30.

German Heritage Days 
April 1-2, 2005 
Sponsored by the Ellis County Historical Society Museum
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Geduldige Schaf gehen viel in den Stall.

In English:  Tame sheep can be stabled in great num-
bers; meaning, that children who are well trained live 

peacefully and in harmony.

Source: Heritage of Kansas, Vol. 9, No. 2 & 3, p.56

Eugene Valentine “Red” Stadler     

BERRYTON - Eugene Valentine ñRedò Stadler, 78, 
Berryton, died Thursday morning, Feb. 3, 2005. Mr. 
Stadler was a carman at the Santa Fe Railway for 32 
years before retiring in 1978. He also operated E.V. 
ñRedò Stadler and Sons Winch Trucks for many years. 
He was a Navy veteran of World War II and the Korean 
Conflict. He was a member of Philip Billard Post No. 
1650 of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and Capitol Post 
No. 1 of the American Legion. He also was a member 
of Sacred Heart Catholic Church, the America Histori-
cal Society of Germans from Russia and Santa Fe Old-
Timers. 

Mr. Stadler was born Dec. 13, 1926, in Topeka, the son 
of Joseph John and Marie Leinacker Stadler. He mar-
ried Wilma Erikson on June 12, 1954, in Topeka. She 
preceded him in death on Nov. 26, 2002. 

Survivors include four sons, Gregory E. Stadler, Philip 
A. Stadler and Karl J. Stadler, all of Topeka, and Eric 
R. Stadler, Tecumseh; four brothers, Francis, Louis 
and James Stadler, all of Topeka, and Jerome Stadler, 
Lecompton; four sisters, Marie Kaberline and Virginia 
Latshaw, both of Topeka, Rita Harvan, South Hun-
tington, N.Y., and Cecilia Dunlap, Port Lavaca, Texas; 
seven grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren. 

A funeral Mass will be celebrated by the Rev. George 
Bertels at 10 a.m. Monday at Sacred Heart Church in 
Topeka. Interment will follow in Mount Calvary Cem-
etery, where military honors will be provided by a detail 
from Fort Riley. Mr. Stadler will lie in state after 4 p.m. 
Sunday at the church, where a parish rosary will be 
recited at 7 p.m. Memorial contributions may be made 
to Sacred Heart Church, 312 S.E. Freeman, Topeka, 
66616, or to Heart of America Hospice, 3715 S.W. 
29th, Topeka, 66614.

Source: Topeka Capital-Journal on February 4, 2005.
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AHSGR’S 2005 Annual Story Telling Contest
The AHSGR Folklore and Linguists Committee encourages 
members to submit a previously unpublished story that 
pertains to the history, culture, folklore, language, or life 
experiences of the Germans form Russia.  Some examples 
would be, stories about the early settlement period in Rus-
sia, memories of village life in the Old Country, stories about 
immigration to the New world, ñbelieve it or notò stories, 
inspiring stories, humorous stories, etc.  

Three prize winners and one or more ñHonorable Mentionò 
winners are possible.  Winners will be announced at the 
Oklahoma City convention in August.  All entries must be 
received by April 30, 2005.  Whether or not your story is a 
contest winner, all who submit stories will be winners be-
cause their stories will be preserved for posterity.  

Rules and entry forms will be available at the April 10 
chapter meeting, or on-line on the ASHGR web site at http:
//www.ahsgr.org/.

2005 AHSGR Convention
The 2005 Convention, ñThe German Russian Frontier in 
Oklahomaò, will be held August 14 through 21 in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma at The Sheraton Hotel.  

Hotel reservations can be booked immediately by calling 
(800) 285-2780 or (405) 235-2780. Be sure you mention 
the American Historical Society of Germans from Russia 
Convention; our rate is $89 per night.

Volunteers for the convention are wanted and needed.  If 
you can volunteer, contact Marianne Long at (405) 751-
3100 or by email at AHSGRokc@aol.com.

More information can be found on the AHSGR website at 
http://www.ahsgr.org/convention.htm.

SOAR Status Update From the Central California Chapterôs 
newsletter, Feb. 24, 2005:

Year to date 2,282 packets x 50 obitsï 102,417 obits re-
viewed and processed and 21,560 German language obits 
translated. Total distribution for the project is 5,845 packets 
x 50 obits = 292,250 obits.

The server has been moved to Greeley, Colorado. We are 
finishing the Name only index from Fresno and will start the 
Denver Metro Chapter indexing.

Koehler Village Census From the Central California 
Chapterôs newsletter, Feb. 24, 2005:

Nick and Barbara Bretz tell us that the Census for the 
village of Koehler has been received and translated. Please 
contact them at NABretz@aol.com


